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VORTRAILS OF THE, HUNAN 
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8 7 SHE Corare of a lizele v illage, 
LS one Day, on aſcending the 
Pulpit. found his Prayer - HE all 
Worm eaten. At à loſs how to ſup- 
ply the Words thus defaced he con- 
Nantly ſubſtituted that of Ixsus in 
their Stad. His patron the Squire, 
who happened for a, wonder, to be 
preſent, was confounded at the in- 
novation, and determined to know 
the meaning of it. The Congrega- 
tion being diſmiſſed, he accordingly 
went to the Reverend Paſtor © Mr. 
Curate” ſays he, © you ſeem to have 
phe Ipoken more of Tesvs to u3 to day 


C than 


| 
| 
| 
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„ 
than uſual; at leaſt I do not remem- 
cc her to have ever heard the Name 
* ſooften repeated before.” 

Very likely Sir, © replied the 
* honeſt Curate, with a half ſmilo 
and a ſubmiſſive bow, But I truſt 
you will allow, that that word is 
«© as Goopr AS ANY OTRER.“ 

This Anecdote appears as an 

Apology for the enſuing pages; the 
Readers may perhaps think them 
Clogged with too frequent a repeti- 
tion of the words HUMANITY, Br- 
NIFICENCE, JUSTICE, VIRTVE, and 
Hoxour. Should this be the caſe 
permit a Female Friend to aſſure all 
ſuch that theſe words are As Guop 
AS ANY OrTRTR. 
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TRE MAN or SPLEEN: 


NN 
* 11 XAPPINESS is what all men 


r wiſh for, what all men may 
in one reſpect or other attain, but 
what few alas! a very few indeed 
are found in reality to poſſeſs. With 
every means to be happy within their 
grep, we often find Miſery, peculi- 
arly triumphant in the boſoms of the 
rich and great; and though blefled. 
beyond. the multitude of their fellow 
creatures with what are generally 
termed, bbeſſinge, — health,, wealth, 
and an honorable Name they ftill 
ſcem to labour, as it were, to be 
wretched. To 
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Lo this claſs of deplorable infatua- 
on belonged the Hon. Sir PRE DF- 
KICK RUTLE DG E; the only ſurviving 
branch of an opulent and once nu- 
meruus Family in the County of 
Weſtmorcland. Though from the 
rank be held in life, . the moſt 
teſpecta! 1 characters in the neigh- 
bourhood would have thoug ht them 
ſelves honoured by his company, 
and his. friendſhip; yet ſo little was 
the iplenetic Baronet inclined to cui- 
tivate 2 connection with mankind in 
gencral, that he neither enjoyed, nor 
indeed feemed deſirous to enjoy, any 
of the ſweets that flow from the uſual 
commerce of Socicty. 

It bis fortune, was great, his wants, 
however, were few. Theſe, by lead- 
ing an uniform lite of rigid frugality 
aud temperance, he had contracted 
vrithin a very narrow compaſs. He 


Had no idea that kis riches might be 
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rendered ſubſervient to his happineſs. 
he was a ſtranger to every paſſion, 
which might determine him by mo- 
tives of Fleaſüt; and he eſteemed 
no engagement ſufficiently binding 
to influence him by the calls of Duty. 

His Condition became at length ſo 
irklome to him, that, aſter a number 
of gloomy reflections, he began to 
entertain an impious doubt whether 
1 it might not be juſtifiable to relinquiſh 
[ a life from which, to all appearance, 
he could never reap any ſatisfaction; 

and he argued with himſelf on this 
principle merely, that an ' uncertain- 

| exiftence, like that which ſacceeds to 
| death, is preferable to an exiftence, 
| in which the only things to be ex- 
perienced as certain are, E | 
Diſguſt, and Sorrow 

Already was he fixed as to the 
mode of deſtroying himſelf. In this 
perturbed ftate of mind, happening 
| C3. One 


gh. a e 
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one day to take a ſolitary walk in 
whom 


the Fields, he met a man, 
Fortune, in angry mood had ſudden- 
ly reduced from a ſtate of comfort- 
able independence, to a ftate of ab. 
ject poverty, and who, no longer 
capable of earning a ſubſiſtence by 
his induſtry, was forced ro rely upon 
the charity of the Public. Obſerving 
the Diftreſs and Melancholy which 


the Baronet ſeemed to labour under 1 


as he ſauntered along abſorbed in 
thought, he ventured, after reſpect- 
fully accoſting him, to enquire if he 
had aught to opprefs him which it 
might lie in the narrow compals of 
His power to alleviate. Sir FxtDe- 
RICK pniwered | him with an angry 
frown, and in a tone which denoted 


tim 5 Rioh but a Diſcontented Man. 


* Alaſsl“ exclaimed the hapleſs 
victim gf Wd to him with a 
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Sir Why da yqu not. 
5 permit 
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en 


permit other people to partake of 
« that wealth which to you appears 
« fo uſeleſs.“ 

This | reproach, fo forcibly, yet ſo 
reſpectfully uitered, gave birth to a'' 
thouſand reflections in the boſom of 
Sir FRED ERICk. For the firſt time in 
his life, he found a pleaſure in the 
idea that Fortune had enabled him 
to ſoften the calamities of virtuous 
poverty, and that, if he was not born 
to be happy himſelf, he was at leaft 
born to endcayour to render others 
ſo. | 
After a little more conyerſation 
together, he deſired the poor man to 
accompany him to his houſe; Where 
immediately on their arival, he de- 
fired him to mention what hethought' 
was wanting to eftabliſh his felicity. 
The man, who was not a little ſtruck 
with this behaviour in a perſon * 
Sir F REDERICK' s character, por. hl 

to 


Q . 
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told him that he had no reliſn for 

thoſe enjoy ments which are only to 

be found in affluence; but that a little 

ſum of money, W which might once 

more put him in a fituation to pro- 
vide for his F amily would ſuffice: to 
gratify his utmoſt ambition. 

The money was inftantly produ- 
ced, and put into his hands. Nor 
had many weeks eſcaped before he 
made it appear, inſtead of miſem- 
ploying his welcome preſent, he had 
with ſo much prudence improved it, 
that Want and Sorrow were baniſh- 
ed from under his humble roof. Sir 
FREDERICK attentively marked the 
progrets of lis work; and alike im- 

pPreſſed with the pleafure of having 
removed the diſtreſſes of an; unfor- 
tunate family, and with: the teſti- 
monies of gratitude which he conti- 
nually received as the reward of his 
bounty, he became ſenfible, that an 
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occupation, ſo agreeable in itſelf, and 
lo exalted in its tendency, had been 
productive of the moſt ſalutary con- 

ſequences to himſelf, | 
Thus were his Ideas by auge 
expanded. He was at no loſs to 
comprehend, that the number of the 
unfortunate is not confined to thoſe 
who openly atk for charity; and that 
if an actual beggar was capable of 
fo much ſenſibility for ſervices done 
to him, he might expect ſtill more 
from many worthy: perſons, utho, 
while they labour under the ſame 
diſtreſſes, are endowed with a ſupe- 
rior elevation of foul. His heart ex- 
ulted at the thought; and from that 
moment it became his ſtudy to find 
out Objects deſerying of his atten- 
tion from other principles than thoſe 
of mere humanity. v. 
Of theſe he diſcovered 8 
far this world is full of people who 
0 are 
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are unhappy, and who deſerve a 
milder fate. To the favours he be- 
ſtowed upon them, he added that 
affable and generous deportment, 
which'cxempts a delicate mind from 
the confuſion of beholding his miſery 
rendered public, and even from the 
knowing by whoſe bounty that miſery 
had been aſſuaged. 

In daily multiplying his good ac- 
tions, which where often done in 
ſecret, and never made a merit of, 
conſiſted now the god- like felicity of 
Sir FREDERICK; and far from 
having, as formerly, any idle hours 
to fill up, he rather lamented that 
every day was too ſhort or fled away 
too faſt. Many very ſingular effects 


are related of this diſpoſition for pro- 
moting the welfare of his fellow 


creatures, which ſo opportunely ſuc- 
ceeded in the breaſt of Sir FxkDRE- 


RIGK to the diſguſt of an irkſome 
and 


E 


and uſeleſs life; and the following 
is perhaps none of the leaſt ſtriking 
anecdotes which have been handed 
2bout upon the occation. 

One evening, as he was walking 
homeward alone, after having paſted 
the day as uſual in exerciſing his 
generofity, he overheard two trades- 
men in cloſe converſation about their 
credit, and their circumſtances. After 
frankly acknowledgingto each other 
that their ſituation was deſperate, 
they both expreſſed their ſorrow that 
they wereunknowntodir FREDERICK 
RuTLEtDbGE; whoſe beneficence be- 
gan now to be publickly talked of. 

As for my part,” faid- the one, 
« fifty guineas would enable me to 
** diſcharge my debts, and reſtore me 
* to that credit which, by misfortunes, 
« added to the burthen of a numer- 
«© ous family, I have unhappily for- 
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ity guincas!“ exclaimed the 
ather—*Alas! ſuck 2 ſum as that 
Would De tar from ſatisfying ihe de- 
mands ot my Creduors; and notwith- 
ſtanding the many encomiums I have 
heared bcttow od pon Sir FRED E/ 
KICK'S liberality, I could never ex- 
pect him to dend me five hundred 
guincas; Without Which, it is in vain 
for me to look for happineſs.“ 
Sir Frederick advanced and ſpoke 
to them. | | | 
« My friends,” ſaid he, © I have 
ee heard your converſation, and I 
e grieve for your diſtreſs, I know 
“ Sir Frederick Rutledge, of whom 
* you ſeem to entertain ſo high an 
* opinion, and perhaps it may lie 
© in my power, by interceding with 
* him, to be of ſome ſervice to you. 
« But Sir Frederick has a thouſand 
« different matters to attend to; and 


I cannot promiſe that he will 
immediately 


* 
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immediately undertake to cblige 
you: At the ſame ume you ought 
not to conſider him as the only 
gentleman of the neighbourhood 
who loves to extend his bounty to 
deſerving objects. I am willing, 
my friends, to re-eftablith your 
circumſtances myſelf; previous to 


which, however, I require on your 


parts two conditions: the one, 
that you will never attempt to 
diſcover who Jam; and the other 
that you will bring me to- morrow 
at this hour, and to this place, a 
certificate from the Miniſter of 
your pariſh, bearing teſtimony 
to the integrity of your reſpective 
characters.“ 


The honeſt tradeimen knew not 
what to make of this ſpeech, At 
firſt they confidered it merely as a 
banter, or rather—to adopt the more 
modern expreſhon—as a HumBvs ; 


D but, 
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but, after more mature deliberation 
they determined to try the iſſue of 
the adventure. 

The next day they accordingly 
repaired at the appointed hour to 
the ſettled place of rendezyous. 
Sir Frederick, as if eager to antici- 
pate his promiſe, was there before 
them, with caſh and notes to the 
amount of five hundred and fifty 
guineas, —Let us not attempt to 
deſcribe the joy of the two tradeſ- 
men it was exquiſite, it was bound- 
leſs —They produced the teſtimonial 
which had been required of them; 
and the generous Baronet with plea- 
jure received it as the only ſecurity 
for his money; for in order to pre- 
vent a diſcovery, he inſtantly with- 


drew. 


Whether it was his intention that 
this ſum ſhould be a preſent, or a 
timple loan it was impoſſible for 
them 


3 . 
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them to determine. But the two 
worthy men, who, in receiving it 
never imagined that it could be be- 
ſtowed upon them as a gift, and 
who had meant to give him their 
notes for it, were aſtoniſhed to find 
their benefaQor ſo ſuddenly difap- 
pear.—Impreſſed with the moſt ex- 
alted ſentiments of veneration and 
gratitude for the ſtranger who had: 
thus nobly and unexpectedly reſcued 
them from want, and its conſequent 
attendants, Deſpair and. Miſery, they 
inftantly formed a reſolution equally 
laudable, equally. extraordinary, as 
the conduct of Sw FREDERICK him- 
ſelf 6 

On che very morning of the day 
following, they cauſed printed notice 
to be fixed up, in the market place of 
the town they. lived in, all the 
circumſtances attending their advyen- 
ture, with a declaration, by which 


D 2 they, 
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ved. In order to remove every ap- 
pearance of 00 t, they de en- 
gaged io depoſit it inthe hands of a 
magiſtrate, with an authority for 
him to. deliver it to the perſon who 
ſh. uid produce the identical certi- 
| ficates which they had given to the 
[| gencrous ſtranger. 
[| A conduct ſo noble could not but 
| x attract univerſal admiration. This 
| was not a little encreafed the next 
| day, when another printed notice 
| appeared, with a declaration on the 
part of the benefactor. He proteſt- 
cd that overjoyed at the thoughts of 
9 ſo happily employed his boun- 
„ he required no other return for 
it 1 * the ſenſibility of two hearts 
which ſeemed to him to have diſ- 
played 
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played ſuch exalted proofs of gratitu- 
de; and taking the public to witneſs 
that he relinquiſhed to his two wor- 
thy friends all property in the ſum 
"he had given to them, he added, that 
in order to deprive him of the 
ſmalleft title ever to claim it again 
he had already forwarded the l 
cate alluded too to the magiſtrate. 
It was not till a confiderable time 
after that the author of this noble 
action was diſcovered; and perhaps 
by the obſcurity in which, from mo- 
tives of delicacy, he had involved it, 
it never would have been known 
that Sir Frederick Rutledge was the 
man, if his ſteward had not helped 
to reveal it, by caſually acknowled-— 
ging; one day, that at the preciſe 
period of the event, he had furniſhed 
the baronet with two ſums to the 
exact amount of what the two honeſt: 
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though induſtrious, tradeſmen had 


ſo ſeaſonably received. 5 


Shed a tear of ſenſibility over this 
little Narrative, ye fons of Affſuence 
and Pride, and think—oh ! think of 
the neceſſity you are under to con- 


tribute, as much as in you lies, to 


the relief of virtuous poverty! imitate 


Sir Frederick, and like Sir Frederick, 


you will neyer go abroad, but to po 
coop, nor return home but to BE 


HAPPY, 


Ne 
BY 


(11 


FIRNAZ and MIRVAN, 


an EASTERN TALE; 


[ 


I XN the eatther 4805 of te 
>| 

NN world, mankind knew no 
other ties but thoſe of nature. No 
throne was then erected upon the 
ruins of liberty, and no men were 


brought like the Savage of the foreſt 
to bow the neck, to force, and uſur- 


pation. The earth covered with 


richneſs ſuplied a healthful and harm- 


leſs repaſt, and at once gave her in- 


babitants ſecurity and content. 
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In thoſe happy times it was that 
fortune had ſhowered down its gifts 


upon Miryan, who took up his reft- 


dence by the borders of the Caſpian 
Sea. Here in a country replete with. 
every convenience that could ſupply 
neceſſity, and- every charm that 
could inyite the eye, he enjoyed, or 


might have enjoyed, uninterrupted 
tranquility. . He was; rich, —þbut he 


was not happy; wiſdom requires no 
abundance. to make a man content. 


Though the education of this youth 
Was cultivated with all imaginable 


care yet his natural impatience taught 


him to ſpurn the bleſſings with which 
he was ſurrounded, and carried his 
-withes even beyond the capacity of 
nature to ſatisfy. His Soul ſoon faw 


only a diſguſting, uniformity in the 
good which he enjoyed, What re- 
medy for a pain that ſeemed incura- 


ble ? though nature be never fo in- 


dulgent 


* 


_dulgent ſhe is poor to the defiring 

ſon of folly. | 
One day fatigued with winding 

through all the mazes of his anxious 


deres, he inſenfibly fell aſleep. 
Pirna, the King of the Genii, had 


compaſſion upon his wretched ſitua- 
tion, and undertook to cure him of 
his deluſions, by convincing his ima» 
ginations in a dream, of truths he 
had ſeemed to deſpiſe when waking. 
Mirvan fancied himfelf placed on 
the ſubmit of a mountain, where, 
leaning againſt the trunk of a ſpread- 
ing cedar, he enjoyed at one view, 
all the poſſeffions of his anceſtors, 
which covered the valley beneath. 
But far from regarding this wealth 
with joy, he burſt into complaint 

and invective. Aſſaulted by a thou- 
ſand different defires, he walked for- 
ward with an uncertain pace, when - 
ſuddenly his eyes were ftruck with a 
light 
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light that ſeemed more than terreſ. 
trial. His ſurpriſe was ſtill encreaſed 
by the appearance of a cloud, with 
all the beautiful variations of the 
rainbow, which ambroſial perfume, 
Firnaz, King of the Genii, conduct- 
ed to the place where the diſcon- 
tented youth was ſanding; and thus 
addreſſed him. Son of Mortality 

« ſpeak thy griefs, in order to find 
© redreſs.” Encouraged by the voice 
the youth returned. © The dullunifor- 
4 mity of my condition is infupport- 
able; the morning differs not from 
ce the night, and to day reſembles 
“ yeſterday; all my life appears but 
& a moment lengthened by diſguſt- 
© ing repetition. The valley and 
* the foreſt are ſtripped of their 
beauty in my eye.—Eyen the 
** charms of the beauteous Thyrza 
* herſelf, are no longer pleaſing, 


cc 


© fince- 


("94-9 


fince ſhe has bleſt me with en- 


joyment 


6c Favourable genius, continued 
he; for thy looks beſpeak thy com- 


* paſſion, change the country which 


we now behold into a- region re- 
ſembling that poſſoſſed by theſe 
beings who reſide above the ſtars. 
Let it contain an abſtra& of all 
thoſe beauties which are diſperſed 
round the creation, that all may 
Hatter my ſenſes, and that my 
ſoul may have entire fruition in 
all that imagination can conceive 
of pleaſure.” 


He wiſhed, aud hs indulgent 


genius ſoon complied with his im- 
portunate requeſt, The face of na- 
ture grew ten thouſand times more 
beautiful than ever rapturous Poet 
had fancied. The violet and the 
amaranthus ſprung np beneath their 
ſteps. The zephyr, enchanted with 


this 
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this delightful landſcape, waſted its 
odoriferous breath on every fide.— 
All that could gratify ſenſe or excite 
ſatiety, were there in protull ion. Mir- 
van now began to revive, he percei- 
ved himſelf placed upon a bed of 
roſes, over-ſhaded by a bower of ne- 
verfading green. In the enthuſiaſm 
of his rapture he aroſe, traverſed 
the charming plain with an haſty 
ſtep. Here diſtracted in a variety 
of beauty, he ſeemed at a loſs what 
to prefer. The Juicy anana, the de- 
licate lotos, by turns, attract his hand 
and his eye; his ears are flattered 
by the concert of the-Grove.—Like 
a weary traveller, or youthfull com- 
plainant, ſeemed now at eaſe, having 
come to the feat of deſtination. He 
had not wandered long in this ideal 
ſcene of beauty, when he diſcovered 
ſeven nymphs who fixed their re- 
gards upon him. — They moved with 


unſpeakable 


6 


unſpeakable grace, and all their looks 
ſerved to inſpire pleaſure. Mirvan 
ſaw, and was enchanted with their 
beauty; the other charms of the cout 
try now ſeemed loſt in the compa- 
riſon. The nymphs ſeemed to be 
conſcious of his paſſion, and aſſu- 
ming an air of modefly, fled to the 
thickeſt ſhades, ſure of being pur- 
lued. _ | 

Thus bleſt and bleſſing, he at firſt 
thought his raptures would never 
end. But ſcarce were eight days 
paffcd 1 in this abode, when the mi- 
nutes began to lengthen, and new 
wiſhes to interrupt his happineſs, 
His ears were fatigued with con- 
tinued harmony, his eyes with the 
repetition of beauty. The reaſoning 
principle ſeemed ſunk on the bed 
of ſloth, and the ſoul had no oppor- 
tunity of yigorous exertion.—l de- 
teſt, cried he, à life where nothing 
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is found but ſoftneſs and eaſe, ne 
variety to amuſe, no danger to excite 


reſolution. Ah! would Firnaz but 


once more hear my prayer, it is not 
to ſpend my days in the arm of 
Pleaſure, I could with to embark in 


greater raptures, I could wiſh for 


power, as I ſee the plain without 
limits lying around me, I would de- 


fre alſo to govern a people with un- 


bounded authority. 


He had ſcarce ſpoken when an 


invifible arm ſeizing him inſtantly, 


tranſported him through the air. 
He beheld a country without limits, 
diverſified with foreſts of cedars, 
whoſe tops ſeemed to reach the 
clouds, large rivers divided 1t, at 
once ſupplying an eaſy conveyance, 
and giving fertility. Beautiful cities 


were ſcattered up and down without 


number. All that you ſee, cried 
his conductor is thine. Mairvan 
with 


—_ Ds * 
+» w# p * 
1 4 8 
7 = 
Ve 


(27 ) 
with a joyful heart, bowed to the 
ground, and thanked the indulgent 
genius. He ſcarce concluded this 
inſtance of gratitude, when he found 
himſelf in the midit of a circle of - 
heroes and ancient ſages, who choſe 
him their King, even before he had 
time to return from his aſtoniſhment 
His brows were bound with a dia- 
dem, and the filver-founding trum 
pet proclaimed his acceſſion among; 
the people. The populace thronged 
around to kits the ſteps of His throne. 
while numberlets camels came load- 
ed with all the riches of the eaſt, 
and the ſpices of the neighbouring 
Hles. | 

The cars of Mirvan were charm- 
ed with the martial notes of the 
trumpet, and the neighing of the 
horſes equipped for war: his heart 
began to beat for conqueſt, and as 


they who wiſh for enemies eafily 
E. 2 create 


Way 


(rcate them, he ſoon went to war; 
; ttacked the foe, and was victorious. 
Jne congueſt ſeemed only to induce 
him to wiſh for more; he went from 
victory, & victory, till all his neigh- 
Þours became tributary, or all their 
contrics laid in ruins. He firſt then 
began to form the with of a once 
famous European hero, namely, that 
of new worlds to, conquer: but the 
time aproached that his vanity was 
to be humbled. A diſtant country 
that had, with jealous eyes, ſeen his 
progreſs in invading the liberties of 
others, began to fear for their own ; 
a love of freedom ſupplied them 
with both conduct and courage. 
They attacked the enemy of man- 
kind with a force which it was im- 
1 poſſible to refiſt; the army of flaves 
4 | fell by myriads: the hero now be- 
1 gan to confider that he was but man; 
= he fled for ſafety to the foreſt alone 
- | | | deſerted 
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deſerted by the crowd of flatterers, 
and now given up à prey of famine, 
fatigue, and his own reflections ſtill 
more mortifying than either. After 
along journey, he found himſelf in 
the midſt of a plain; incireled by a 
mountain. Hd repoſed himſelf on 
a bank by a glaſſy rivulet that port 
red from a neighbouring hill. The 
Honliot Man ſęemed all diſcord 
and nfuſtun; wretch: that I am 
dried he;,\uhy was born to this va- 
riety of diſtreſs? why: brought into 
the world to ſurvive every felicity ; 
the poor peaſant who feeds upon 
roots and water; the wandering fa- 
vage that hunts for a precarious meal 
is happier far than I; I will not, can 
not ſurvive it! He had ſcarce finiſhe 
when throwing himſelf headlong in- 
to the water, he there expected to 
tetminated&rretched exiſtence; when 
the fancied coldneſs of the waves 
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gave an inſtant ſhock, which awaked 
| him from his dream. Befide 'him 
ww lay the lovely Thyzra, his favorite 
= wife, more beautiful than the mor- 
wn ning; his attendants came with ſub. 
miffive aſſiduity to know his pleaſure 
in ſhort he found all his poſſeſſions 
real, all his wants imaginary, and 
cycr after retained a proper ſhare of 
gratitude for the benefits he enjoyed 
ij from heaven, without once murmur- 
| ing at its having been more indul- 
gent to others. 
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asg, 

pride of be 

—. ity of titles, in the 
laze of, = ſplendor, Amurath, 


he mighty above all the nations, of 
the Eaft, aſcended. the throne of his 
father. The Magi proſtrated in his 
preſence, and — people fell down 
before him. —Let - 1444 he, the accla- 
mations of adoring multitudes ſalute 
me; let the concave of heaven ring. 
Death has ſet his cold ſeal upon my 
father, and he ſleeps, O King live 
fon ever. The nations ttemble at 
thy name, mighty conqusror, _ 

| or 


n 


3 | ll for ever. The Yrinces of the earth 
= are ſülljckt to yy, great 
1 ll! Amurath, live for ever. 

= This great Monarch was educated 
1 like Kings of modern times, at a 
dangerous diſtancs tem bimlelf, 


from the counſels of Truth, and the 
attributes of true Wiſdom. He had 
= turned the hallowed page of Zoroal- 
| | If ter, he had balled: upon the dead for 
r wiſdom,” the "midnight mibon Had 
= - witneſſed to His watchings when the 
= paltlamp bf meditation glimmered 
ove the volumes of the Sages. His 
miid was penetrating as the ſun 
beam, and bright as the mor hing 
ſtar, but the heatt - of Fee We 
unhappy. rent SILK Ob 10 ego 
\Hecalled'for che juice of the grape 
che ſound oſ the minſtrel, and the 
dalliance of beauty; and his palace 
re ſounded with joy; The daughters 
of Circaſſia, beauteous as the bldſ- 
100 | ſoms 
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happy. 


„ 
ſoms of the ſpring, enchanted the 


Monarch with their graces, and the 
thrilling captivations of ſong, — 


the ſparkling bowl ade an 

temperate feſtivity; but the ou 
ſhine was confined to his. cheek, 
for the heart of Amvrath was un- 


He trod the path of bye he was, 
hailed by the voice of the people; 
he conquered the conquerors of the 


| Eaſt; his brows were over-ſhadow- 
ed with laurels; his ſtatue ſtood ex- 
alted in the Temple of Fame, and 


his Judgments were recorded with 
honour. But ſtill the prince was de- 
jected in ſolitude: he queſtioned the 
ſatisſaction of empty praiſes; The diſ- 
tant clamour of applauding millions, 
he would ſay, afle& not my heart 
in its ſecret receſſes; though in pu- 


blic I am worſhipped as a prince, in 
n retirement J feet myſelf a man. 


All- When 


66 0 


when reflection overtakes me in pri- 
vate, I ſtart from myſelf as from a 
ſtranger, and by night the dews of 
fleep fall not propitiouſſy on my 
eyelids, for the heart of Amurath 1s 
unhappy. 

Ye guides of my youth, ye vene- 
rable men, I ſuſpe& your councils 
and yonr ſchools. Ye made my ſoul 
athirſt for wiſdom, and ye gratified 
its youthful ardour; but much 1 fear 
ye flattered the proud ſpirit of a 
preſuming prince, and taught me not 
how to fupport as I ought the miſe- 
rable weakneſs of humanity. But 
the ſplendour of a court, and the 
prevalence of your wiſdom, ſhall 
fubdue my heart no more. I will 


aſſume the fimple weeds of a Der- 


vile, and incorporate with the chil- 
ren of Nature; the incumbrances 


of loyalty ſhall be laid aſide, and 1 


to-morrow's 
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will commence my pilgrimage with 
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to-morrow's ſun, . I have no de- 
mands to make upon the public 
treaſure. A ſtaff will ſupport my 
feet, and a maple diſh will hold my 
proviſion; the wild Derries will fur- 
niſh a frugal xepatt; I can ſatisfy my 
thirſt in Ja brook, and ſleep in 
ſome humble cavern. Let my Mi- 
niſter rule with righteouſneſs in my 
abſence, and when, I can acquire the 
government of myſelf, I will return 
and reign over my people. 

When Amurath began his journey 
ſweet were the ſmiles of Aurora, 
how ſweet the melody of morn! the 
meadows were bright with verdure, 


enlivened with thedrapery of flowers. 
The zephyrs fluttered, and tlie 


groves perfumed the air with their 
ſpices —Gently wayed the bending 
pine; ſmoothly laſped the ſilver Wa- 
ters. The ſhepherd's pipe reſound. 
ed through the hills, and the vallies 
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(77) 
were white with fleeces. 


of a court had ſecluded him from 
the char eis of nature, and he now 
felt unuſual tranſport in contempla- 
ting her expanded volume. 


royalty, and preſſed forward with 
As the heat of the 
noon-tide ſun directed him to the 
ſhelter of the ſhade, he ſat down at 
the foot of a tree and feaſted on his 
humble meal. His mind was buſy 
in reflecting upon the vanity of hu- 
man greatneſs, when a neighbouring 
cave attracted his notice, ſituated on 
the border of a fmall Rream. that 
muſically bubbled before it; he ad- 
vanced with heſitating fon and 
had reached the entrance of the her- 
mitage, when he - diſtinguiſhed an 
old man by the 9,5 whiteneſs 
of his beard, fitting 1 in a meditative 


poſture: 
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All was. 


new. to Amurath. The confinement 


He re- 


joiced at enjoying a freedom from 


1 


poſture. he ſtarted back with ſur- 


priſe and was about to apologiſe for 
his intruſion, when a voice accoſted 
him as follows: — Whatever chance, 
my ſon, has brought thee to this ſo li- 
tary habitation. if thou art a child of 
Virtue, and a ſervant of the moſt 
high, an old man welcomes thee 
with his bleſſing. I have been ba- 
iſhed the cabinet of my lord the 
King, for reverencing the attributes 
of Truth, yet dare to obey her- dic- 
tates in che deſert; and I wiſh, thee 
to believe the ſincerity of my ſoul 
for falſchood can avail us nothing, 
Be free to partake of theſe fruits; 
be. free to repole on my couch ; and 
when the labour of thy Journey is 
repaired, we will converſe with fin- 
cerity and freedom. The noble 
traveller declined the courteſy of his 
offer and liftened to the hermit with 
OY. | | 
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& To him who fitteth above the 
water-floods, and weighs creation in 
the balance, be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. I have been diſtin- 
guiſhed in the world as a luminary 
of ſcience, I have wept for the yanity 
of wiſdom; I have dictated to the 
rulers of land, and have been flatter- 
ed with the friendſhip of my Soye- 
reign, The ſunſhine of proſperity, 
O my ſon, awakened an inſe& into 
life, and the reptile preſumed upon 
his power. When I ſtood up in the 
aſſembly of wiſdom, the aged coun- 
ſellor laid his withered finger on his 
lips, and the young men were ſilent 
with expectation. I ſpake, and it 
was recorded; I commanded, and it, 
was done, I was ſtimulated by the 
breath of dying creatures, like my- 
ſelf, to accompliſh the greateſt at- 
chievements; and acknowledged no 
ſtandard for rectitude and honour, 


but 
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but the clamour of popular applauſe 
If I had planned with Policy, my 
ſon, or pleaded with Rhetoric; taught 
with Truth, or judged with Equity 3 
ſerved my God, or ſaved my Conn- 
try; I did all for the voice of the 


people. The voice of the people 


was my grandeur and my glory, my 
riches and my ſtrength; it ſup. 
ported me a pillar of the ſtate, and 
exalted my vanity to the ſtars. 

Though, in folitude, I have often 
petitioned the Eternal for an aſylum 
from myſelf; yet, in public, the 
voice of the, people made me happy- 
Ah, my ſon, great is the weakneſs of 
the wiſeſt; and many are the leſſons 
of humility that time may have yet 


to teach. thee!. Liſten then to the 


voice of an experienced monitor; let 
my words fink deep into thy heart, 
and let thy ear be open for inſtruc- 
tion, I had arrived to the ſubmit of 
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my fortune and my folly, when z 
viſion of the night reclaimed me. 


beheld in my dream, and my heart 


melted with aſtoniſhment and terror 
I beheld the diſſolution of the world 
and the nudgement of the great day; 
1 ſaw the Heavens and the Earth 
convulſed, and the pillars of creati- 
cn tremble; the moon was. turned 
into blood, [ horrid change!] and 
the fun grew dark as ſackcloth, at 
the preſence of the Lord of Nature. 
T heard the blaſt of the trump of the 
Archangel ſounding through the re- 
gioas of death; and I beheld myriads 
of everlaſting ſouls ſtand trembling 
before the throne. 
enſigns of dignity, and found myſelt 
naked and aſhamed. I liſtened for 
the ſhouts of the throng, but all was 


fitent as the grave. The lightnings 


flew faſt about my head, and the 
eternal thunders diſmayed me. Ifaw 


2 mountain 
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I looked for my | 
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4 a mountain piled up to the cloud 
| with the volumes of wiſdom, and 
4 would have reſted my feet upon it, 
I but it periſhed in an inſtant in the 
| flames. Then I called upon the 


4 ſpirits of the juſt for help, and no 
3 man liſtened tomy complainings. I 
1 laid my hand upon the once mighty 
' princes of the earth, and their ſcep- 
'F ters vaniſhed into air. Where (I 
4 cried) are the multitudes who once 
ſupported: me; let them now ſave 
me, or J periſh. I called with a 
diſpairing voice, but the multitude 
could fave no more. Then it wag 
the darkneſs of everlaſting horror 
ſeized me. I would have wept ſore: 

but had no tears. I would have ( 
died, but the dominion of death wag 
over. I would have joyfully com- 
pounded for ages of pain, but my 
ſentence was irreyocable and eter- 
nal. Gracious. Alla! can the agony 
* . af. 


1 


of that night ever be forgotten] In 
my fancy Iwould have pleaded with 
the moſt High, but his reproof filen- 
ced me for ever. When I called 
thee from darkneſs and from duſt. 


(ſaid a trembling} voice, piercing as 


the ſound. of a trumpet), when Len- 
dowed thee with capacities for ſocic- 
ty, exalted; thee: above created na- 
tures, and bleſſed  thee-with the 
light of reaſon, I taught thee, by an 
agent in thy own, breaſt, the diffe- 
rence between good and evil, and 
informed thy ſenſes, that my pror 
vidence is ever preſent with all the 
wonders of my creation. I inſtruct- 
ed thee to live for the benefit of 
others, to ſerèe Society with! thy 
heart and hand, but to worſhip no 
maſter but him who gave thee being 
to make my will the rule of thy 
life, and my preſence. the, predomi- + 
gating witneſs of thy actions, But 

thou 
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thou didſt call upon me as thy capri- 


ce directed, and hast not walked 


uniformly before me. If I anfwered 
thy petition in diſtreſs, why in prof. 
perity didſt thou remember my mer- 


cies no more; Thou haſt confidered 


me a Being of like fluctuating paſſions 
with thyſclf, though my attributes 
are as {teadiaſt and immoveable ag 


the everlaſting foundation of my 
throne. Thou haſt ſought to hide 


thee ſrom my face in time; and 
therefore throughout the endleſs ages 
of eternity thou ſhalt Witneſs to its 
ſmiles no more. Trembling I awoke 
and ſtarted from my ſofa, 1 laid my 
forchead in the duſt, and was wrapt 
in ſilent adoration from the riſing ta 
the ſaiog. ſun. As the light offce- 
leſtial truth, dawned upon my heart 
the ſhadows of i Ignorance retired. 

The world was diveſted of its flat- 
st once, and I penetrated with 
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the eye of an eagle into the ſuperior 
luties of man. I ſought the fo. 
ciety of myſelf, and nina A 
try felicity that depended on the 
opinion of others. 1 would have ins 
ſtructed the fon of my ſovereign, the 
mighty Amvurath, to have 2 
from the errors of his educ tion, but 
Was ke rhidden by x TY -: ord the King 
He v faſted Fiir umn 
doe TIC ! hat Gcgraded the dignity 
of utle and baniſhed me to this dif 
tance from the capital of my coun- 
try. Here my fon, I have learned 
great truths that neither courts nor 
ſchools have ever taug lt me. Thar 
the approbation of conſcience: is to 
be preferred to the opinion of the 
multitude; that our-virtues muſt pro- 

ceed from a ſettled principle of ac- 
tion, from a reverence for the wit- 
neſs in our own breaſts and the eye 
that is over all. I have long atten- 
| ded 
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ded ſtrictly to this important leſſon, 
and if my ſovereign ſhould once a- 
gain ſummons my grey head to 
council, Iwould endeavour to convin- 
ce him, that the man who ſtudies his 
duty to his God, and to bimſelf, is 
beſt qualified to ſerve his country 
and his King.“ 

Behold then! cried Amurath, in 
an extaly of pleaſure, great coun- 
ſellor ! behold your king diſguiſed 
in the humble habit of a pilgrim, 
{ce Amurath the ruler of the nations. 
I haye deſerted my people in ſearch 
of truth, and will now return to 
convince them I have found it. I 
ſhall henceforth never want a ſupre- 
me incentive to good, and an awful 
reftraint from evil, I will be juſt 
from the ſuperior principles of in- 
trinfic virtue, and be happy in con- 
ſulting the approbation of that invifi- 
ble witneſs, whoſe bleſſing can afford 
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never failing ſupport, when the ſound 
of adulation ſhall ceaſe, and the 
people can applaud no more. 

The monarch took the hermit af- 
fectionately by the hand, he led him 
back in triumph to his court, and 
reaſſumed his throne with content 


for the heart of Amurath was happy. 
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The Duty of AcqviRSENCE, and 
the MiskRIES of DriecoNTENT 
and SELF-IGNOR ANCE. 
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* 3 * OW litile do we know 
” 1A wherein „ ns - eal intereſt 
and happmeſs confiſts, when we 
preſume to dictate to Omniſcience! 
Ought we; in an act of devotion, 
which is an acknowledgement of our 
dependance, to preſcribe rules to 
him who © knoweth whereof we 
* are made?” Shall we, amidſt the 
the profufion of bleſſings with which 
Providence has indulged us, preſume 
to murmur, becauſe a different path 
of happineſs is marked out for” our 
neighbour ? 
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neig hbour.? Shall we dare to with 
We 2 eſcaped 2 Ga tering which 
may, be infended as our ordeal for 
eternity : 

Alinda had the entire poffeſſion 


of an affluent fortune, without the 


enjoyment of one real delight: a 


diſcontented mind rendered her 


inſenſible to the peculiar advantages 


of her ſituation and ungrateful to 
the ſource from whence every bleſ- 
ling i is derived. Hortenſia, her moſt 
intimate friend, had often unſucceſ- 
fully enquired into the reaſon of her 


melancholy. She was aſhamed to 


confeſs her weakneſs; but one day, 
Horten ſia ſurpriſing her in tears 


infiſted on knowing the caule that 


gave riſe to them, For what, ſaid 
ſhe, can Alinda weep who has ſo 
many motives for gratitude to Pro- 
vidence? Wealth, rank. friends, 

agreeable perſon, —Agrecable! inter- 
rupted 
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rupted Alinda, with. a viſible emo- 
tion, can I be ſatisfied with being 


agreeable, whilſt Leonora is en- 


chanting? Oh God exclaimed ſhe, 
what avail the priviledges of wealth 
and rank ! How poor 1s the triumph 
of dazzling the eyes with ſplendor, 
compared with that of commanding 
the heart by beauty! I would ex- 
change with Leonora all the advan- 
ages of riches, for her ſovereignty 
in beauty. Is it poſſible returned 
Hortenſia, that my friend can indul- 
ge ſuch a weakneſs? Is it not more 
defirable to enjoy the means of al- 
leviating diſtreſs, than to extend the 


power of tyrannic conqueſt ; Obſer- 
ve how Leonora abuſes the favour 


of nature; and can you with for ſo 
dangerous a pre-eminence? Does 
not affectation diſtort her natural 
ſymmetry of features? Has not af- 
fectation baniſhed from her check 

G = 


er eee 
ö 


— ag” — 
1 — — A „ 
” 


MO BA es * s 2 83 ya 


_— 


zar 
— Ate ws — —— —— 


A 
+ 
ar yy 7: 
by 5 .' 
sf; * 
2 
. 1 


the bloom of modeſty ? Has not the 
artificial ſoftneſs of coquetry, e*- 
polled the genuine {ſmiles of com- 
placency! Then view: this mind; 
malignant envy has cxunguiſ ed the 
glow of friendſhip, and the date of 
univerſal conqueſt prevented the 
cultivation of thoſe qualities which 
produce eſteem. But anſwered A- 
linda, are theſe diſpoſitions the nc- 
ee nnen of beauty? not 
* neceſſary companions, but, too 
frequently, the offspring of flattered 
beauty rephed Hortenſia. For a 
contraſt to Leonora obſerve your 
friend Theodoſia. The charms thc 
received ih om nature are he'ghten- 
ed by NO O ther aids than. neatneſs 
and Ampliciy; ; her manners are as 


| du and unaffected as her heart is 


wilt] leſs: ſhe preferred the love and 
pr pune of one man of real merit 


te the unmeaning adulationof a train 
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of flattering admirers: ſhe never 
deſcended to the meanneſs of ar- 
tifice, for ſhe indulged no fenti- 
ments which it was not her glany 
to avow: ſhe formzd n) unaccet- 
fary delays to trifle wich mat heart 
which ſhe conſidered as the counter 
part of her own. Since ſhe becan? 
a wife, ſhe has as ſedulouſly ſtudied 
the art of pleaſing, as the moſt fini- 
ſhed coquet; not with a deſign to 
enſnare and deceive the reaſon, but 
to ſecure and gratify the heart. 

She knew that the votaries of paſſion 
diſcern objects with the eyes of the 
imagination rather than with thoſe 
of reaſon, and that it is leſs diflicult 
to excite, than to preſerve love. 

Such is ſtill the character of Theo- 
doha: perhaps, to ſuperficial obſer- 
vers, her | charms will appear leſs 
active than jthoſe of Leonora; but 
the judicious admirers of beauty wall 
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| refer features animated with the 
glow of delicate ſenſibility, eyes 
ſparkling wich mental intelligence, 


to mere breathing ſymmetry Of 


form. Leonora has the more regu- 
lar features; Theodcha has the in- 
torming foul of beauty ; ſhe blends 
telf-approb2tion with humility; Chear- 
fulncts, the offspring of content is 
refident in her breaſt; piety and uni- 
verſal benevolence, the acuating 
jricipics of her ſoul, 1rradiate it's 
corporeal manſion: was her mind 
ls amiable, her perſon would be 
leſs pleafing. Ceaſe my dear friend 
to ſigh for the fading graces of Leo. 
nora, but aſpire to emulate the at- 
tainable and ever-blooming charms 
of Theodoſia. Alinda liſtened to the 
diſcourſe of Hortenſia without feel- 
ing the power of conviction. Be- 
lieve me added the latter, Leonora 
may be a while the object of general 
admiration 
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admiration but with her diſpoſition, 
it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould enjoy hap- 
pineſs, or excite eſteem. Enquire 
into the fate of ker mind; and, if 
ſhe be. ingenuous, ſhe will confeſs 
herſelf to be one of the moſt miſer- 
able of beings. I grant it is her 
fault, rather than her mis fortune, 
that ſhe is not happy; but who could 
anſwer for herſelf, that with the 
temptations of Leonora, ſhe could 
preſerve the fortitude of Theodoſia? 
Surely my dear Alinda, not the WH 
to the defire oſ poſſeſſing mere per- 
ſonal beauty, ſacrifices her eaſe, the 
advantages of nature and of fortune, 
and perverts the intended bleſſings 
of heaven. 

Alinda fat, for fome time, thought- 
tul and filent; at length, How much 
are you miſtaken ſaid ſhe, in think- 
ing that Leonora is not happy! Her 
face is always dreſt in ſmiles; and 


(3-7 how, 
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how can it be otherwiſe, when ſhe is 
the idol of every beholder? Indeed, 
my dear anfwered Hortenfta, the 
lace is generally, I believe a faithful 
tranſcript of the mind ; and though 
{miles are frequently affumed to diſ- 
guiſe rather than to expreſs, the ſen- 
timents of her heart, yet the artifici- 
al are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the 
natural, unleſs, by a long habit of 
conſtraint, the features have contract- 
ed the deceitfulneſs of the heart, and 
then the copy deludes us by exact 
conformity to the manners. of the 
original. Believe me Leonora's va- 
nity may be often gratified, but 
her mind is never contented: I fee 
purſued ſhe, after a pauſe, that you 
are inacceſſible to conviAtion : I refer 
you then to this ſuppoſed happy 
beauty.—Alinda, determined to con- 
vince Hortentia of the fallacy of her 
opinion by the teſtimony of Leonora 

went 
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went next day to the houſe of the 
lady, but was told ſhe was ill, and 
ſaw no company, She called again 
a few days after, when ſhe heard 
that Leonora's diſorder was the ſmall 
pox, that ſhe was extremely full and 
judged to be in great danger. This 
diſtemper, ſo often fatal to beauty, 
ſpared the life but entirely ravaged 
the charms of this celebrated fair 
one, and the perfon who had been 
the object of Alinda's envy now be- 
came the inſpirer of her compaſſion. 
As ſhe had intended Leonora a vifit 
in the ſunſhine of her proſperity, ſhe 
now thought it the office of humani.. 
ty to conſole her in what ſheconfider- 
ed as the ſeaſon of humiliation. She 
was immediately admitted on ſend- 
ing up her name, and found Leono- 
ra alone. If any latent ſpark of en- 
vy ſtill harboured in Alinda's breaſt, 
it was inſtantly extinguiſhed at the 

ſight 


Sgt of Leonora. Never had ſhe 


raſsment, and, preventir Rhe 


ſeen ſo total a deſtruction of beauty. 
She obſerved however, no appearan- 
ce of melancholy or contuſion; on 
the contrary, that lady imiled at A- 


linda's apparent ſurpriae and - crba- 


1 


- nterſded 
addreſs, You ſee Madam, farid the, 
the devaſtations made on my perſor 
but you are ignorant of he chanze 
it has made upon my mind. 1 hays 
not only loft the power; but even 
the deſire of attracting admiration. 
I own I have dropt icme natural 


tears on refigning the . empire of 
beauty, but I am now only humbled 


by the reflection, that my paſt be- 
haviour has forfeited my claim 


and efteem. Could I regain the 


beauty I once poſſeſſed, 1 aſſure 


you, I would not prefer it to the 


diſpoſitions I have now acquired. 
I know that theſe diſpoſitions 
were 
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3 | 
were excited by deſpair, but they 


are confirmed by reafoa and in- 
vigorated by religion. Indeed 
Madam interrupted, Alinda, bluſh- 
ing, I always conſidered you as the 
happieſt of your ſex,. by your ſu- 
periority of beauty, and envied you 
the admiration it inſpired. Could I 

be ſo miſtaken in my opinion ?— 
Oh Aliada, anſwered Leonora, 
you do not know how very difpica- 
ble a being is the mere perſonal beau- 
ty. Dreſs, conquetry, every kind 
of diflipation which receives a ſanc- 
tion from faſhion, and uſurps the 
denomination of amuſement, are the 
buſineſs of her life, the ſubſtitutes 
of every rational employment: ava- 
rice and the defire of conqueſt, were 
my actuating principles: I had ſeen 
many inſtances of the frailty of beau- 
ty, without fearing I ſhould ever 
ſuffer by perſonal experience. I had 
ſeen 
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ſeen the features of the admired Leu- 


caſia disfigured by a fall from her 
horſe: the face of the gay, the beau- 
tiful Matilda diſtorted by a parala- 


tic ſtroke. I was the companion of 


the celebrated Indiana during all the 
ſtages of a lingering conſumption; 
and ſaw the gradual decay of every 
charm beſides the total alteration I 
bad obſerved in conſequence of the 


ſmall-pox, I had been witneſs to the 


fatal effects of diſordered ſenſes upon 


the © corporal rind.“ Sometimes, 


where religion had loft its efficacy, 
diſappointed love. pride, or vanity 
produced madneſs: in other caſes 
the hand of Providence choſe, by 
the ſtrength of a fever, to debilitate 
the intellect; and where was then 
the triumph of regular features? Be- 
ſides theſe calamities to beauty, I 

heard general complaints of the de- 


predations of age; but what was moſt 


mortifying, 
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mortifying, I ſaw many heanties difre- 
garded in the zenith of hew graces, 
pr a becauſe they wanted the 
pleaſing charm of nov Icy, apd other 
ig ladies irtumphing in a larger 
train of admirers, who were attrac- 
ted only by that recommendation. 
Ah, Madam ! had you known che 
inquietudes I felt from the thoughts 
of meeting rivals in dreſs and beauty, 
inquietudes, which even an inordinate 
vanity could not enable me to ſuhdue 
though it taught me to diſſemble, I 
ſhould not have been the ohject of 
your envy, but of your compaſſion or 
contempt Then how inſatiable ig 
indulged avarice! The defire of ac- 
cumulating the means of pomp was 
heightened, by every acqufition, nnd 
the gratified luxury of others was a 
ſource ef diſcontent to me. Vou find 
madam, you muſt not judge of the 
enjoyments of others, from adventi- 
tious 
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tious circumſtances. The diſpoſition 
of the mind makes our real happi- 
neſs or mifery.—-Indeed Madam, 
anſwered Alinda, your leflon, ſhall 
teach me acquieſcence in the appoint- 
ments of heaven. 

A lively ſenſe of of gratitude to 
Providence now animated the breaſt 


of Alinda. She reſigned all ſolicitude 
about ſuperiority tn perſonal beauty, 
and determined to be only ſedulous 
for the improvement of her mind, 
She acquired all the knowledge 
which gives eminence and luſtre to 
the converſation of the other ſex, 


| and was deſirous of communicating. 
1 inſtruction to her own. She was be- 


come as much the empire of wit, as 
Leonora had been the paragon of 
beauty; when Hortenfia who had 
for ſeveral months been abſent from 
town, returned, and, ſolicitous to 
enquire into the fate of Alinda's 

mind, 
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mind requeſted an interview at a 
time when to every other but a par- 
ticular friend ſhe was inacceſſible, 
well, my dear ſaid Hortenſia, may 
Ino congratulate you on the poſ- 
ſeſſion of content? You are admi- 
red and reverenced by all your 
acquaintance, for your ſuperior 
wildom and virtue; and I doubt 
not that the object of univerſal 
eſteem derives from the applauſe 
of her own mind, a ſource ot the 
moſt rational delight. I returned 
with all the eagerneſs of friend- 
ſhip, to enjoy the admiration you 
excite, to ſhare the pleaſure of 
your ſociety, and to improve my 
own mind by a more ſtrict inter- 
courſe with yours. How judicious 
is your choice Cecaſe, my dear 
interrupted Alinda, with a diſcon- 
certed air, ceaſe your praifes and 
congratulations. I am not happy. 
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What, my friend! anſwered Hor- 
tenſia, can any thing diſcompoſe 
the ſerenity of a ſoul devoted to 
its own and others improvement ? 
Alas! replied Alinda, have you 
not often obſerved, that fame exci- 
tes envy, and the love we gain by 
ſuperior talents from ſome, is more 
than counterballanced by the diſ- 
like we inſpire in others? Envy 8 
is the parent of calumny, and 8 
good God! how venomous is her“ 
offspring !—But, my dear, faid Þ 
Hortenſia calumny ought not to fl 
diſturb the innocent. 
the height of provocation; Anſwer. 
ed Alinda to have people aſſign 
' improper motives to ones beſt ac- 
tions; -To have every little foibl- 
that 
malice borrows the aid of invent 
receives no | 
cation from conſulting the record 
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of truth 7—It is painful, replied 
Hortenſia, yet, my dear, I cannot 
help thinking that a ſuperior de- 
gree of patience in Þcaring injuries 
and a conſtant perſeverance in 
88 doing good to thoſe who perſecu- 
* te us, Will overcome the moſt 
inveterate malice. Theſe are the 
arms with which chriſtianity ſup- 
plics us and I believe they are ge- 
nerally invincible. Who can be an. 
enemy to the friend of human 
kind, whoſe benevolence is the ſour- 
ce of that genuine politeneſs, which 
promotes and enjoys the happineſs 
of others? The compliances of ſuch 
2 perfon are circumſcribed only by 
the bonds of duty. They who re- 
dicule the obligations of religion, 
attempt to loofen the only band of 
friendſhip, to weaken the only tie 
of benevolence. It is the temporal 
and eternal intereſt of every one 
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64) 
to extend the dominion of virtue, 
My dear, ſaid Alinda, embracing 
her, youare indeed a friend! permit 
me now, in private, to explore the 
latent propenſtties of my ſoul, and 
they ſhall be diſcloſed to you with 
of nah fincerny as I ſhall anſwer 
hegven. — Hortenſia immediately 
cok leave, after giving a promiſe 
of reprating ber viſit the next 
day. On her return to Alinda, 
hat lady received her with the moſt 
livly. expreſſions of gratitude, and 
delight. My dear Hortenſia, ſaid 
ſne, your congratulations will now 
e adapted to the ſtate of my 
mind; I have traced all the mazes 
of my miſguided heart, and I am 
rally aſhamed to find, that with 
all my reſearches after witdom, I 
have, till now, been a ſtranger to 
the moſt important ſcience, ſelt- 
knowledge; I am convinced that 
the 
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the reports which gave me uneaſi- 
neſs; were more my fault than my 
misfortune; that they were leſs the 
invention of malice than of revenge 
one conſequence of the cultivation 
of my own underſtanding, was 
1 contempt for the inferiority of o- 
4B ther. In attempting to conquer 
1 error, I am now ſenſible I Was ra- 
I ther the dupe of ſelf-conceit, than 
f the advocate of truth; and paſſion 
i _counteracted the operations of rea- 
ſon. Whilſt Icondemned& my own 
L ſex for their inſipidity, their in- 
I de licacy, 1l|-nature, &c. I ſenſihly 
I indulged myſelf in a preference of 

| the ridiculous to the amiable.- How 
- ml heinous . do ' thoſe faults. appear to 
, 3 which we are not addicted by nature 
0 


* 
$ 
g 
, 


1 and Which Wer haye not acquired 
9 by habit l. Floyy trivial thoſe errors 
4 do which ve arp; prompted by in- 
«linationj- and familiarized ,by_cuſ- 
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tom! and how often do we ſecret- 
ly nouriſh in our own breaſts, 
the very diſpofitions we condemn 
as deſtructive to others. We are 


blind to our own advantages and 


imperfections, whilſt we magnify 
the enjoyments and infirmities of 
others. My behaviour was calcu- 
lated rather to infpire diſlike than 
to attract love. You were in the 
right my dear, the truly reſpectable 
character will generally be reſpec- 
ted or if the invenomed fting of 
envy ſhould attempt to pierce the 
breaſt of virtue, the noble mind is 
rendered impenetrable by conſtant- 
ly wearing the ſhield of innocence 
{ am determined I will endeavour 
to be ſuperior to the wifdom of 
this world, and to confider that 
J am living for eternity.” I 
will not be ſolicitous to obtain, 
but to deſerve, the appellation of 


good. 
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good. Should I have no reward on 
earth except a delightful conſciouſ- 
neſs yet my reward will be great- 


er in heaven, if I indulge no wiſhes 


that would ſupercede the deſigns of 
Providence, and expect no happi- 
neſs but from the performance of 


every allotted duty. 
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OR MAH! 


AN EASTERN TAL 


NN 
8 LET. pride be humbled 


in the duſt, let the arm of 


Omnipotence be univerſally 40. 


knowledged to overrule the actions 


of men, and let every murmur at 
the diſpenſations of Providence be 
ſilenced at the reflection of their 
juſtice- 

Ormah, the ſon of Coulor, the 
ſovereign of nations, was very carly 
one of the moſt accompliſhed 
young men of the Eaſt: he was 


born to the expectation of wealth; 
and. 


09 ) 


and the exerciſe of power; but his 


heart was ſoon elated with the 


conſciouſneſs of rank, and the pa- 
geantry of ſhew; and he forgot 
that authority is no longer deſira- 


ble than while it is obeyed through 


love; and that no ſtate is leſs envi- 


able, than that which excites at on- 
ce Four and contempt. 


No ſooner was he ſeated on = 


throne of his Paternal 'dominians, 
than he aſſumed an air very diffe- 


rent from that which is the reſult 


of true dignity. His commands 
were delivered in menaces rather 
than words, his edicts were thun- 
dered with the awe of irrevocable 
ſeverity, and every appearance he 
made in public was only a prelude 
to violence, rapine and murder. 

Reſtrained by no ideas of juſtice 
and controuled by no advice, he 
fought for gratification only from 


the 


. v1 — + _ - 4 2 = i * # — 
e e , TT WCW__rC___ _ 


i 
— e as . Nb ._— 3 9 9d — 
ee ee es, an en 6 


"> 4 The = - e hi 1 eee eee == e — 
LY #43 9 r . "+ EATS =] IE 
ty 444 IE 6 Y 2 _ SEATS FE . - Ar 9 2 Nn j ogy - 1 ev ' N 
p 9 ho \ q * 1 * md bu 2 # > SAT] - N 9 P*-4 or -& 15 ** 4 I! ; ELLIS AS - ASS 
by PLA SC K * n 8 eee f 2 1 ly TI \ r 
* l ' x i I, by LE 3 1 me = F . wo 47% ö ES» * i * \ = 48 
1 f $5342 9 - ; r Ss \ L þ = 5 1 - E 1 - 2 
z To Is 4 i - 0 1 1 . * & 2 * F : p 3 th LY = Le 
TI g N * 6 y : Tt ; 8 The a 1 Ly 
= ö „„ 9 4 N 1 9 1 2 


G uplay of arbitrary power, and 
dreaded nothing ſo much as the 
imputation of puſilanimity and 
irreſolution. The Prime-Vizier was 
diſgraced and ba niſhed, for daring 
to open his lips in defence of an 
innocent perſon, whom Ormah had 
condemned to death, without of- 
fering even a ſhadow of reaſon for 
the ſeverity of ſuch a decree; and 
every good and | eyery. conſcienti- 
ous man, under his government 
either deplored in private the mi- 
ſery of his ſitation, or, met inevi- 
table fate in daring to oppoſe it 
Such was the unhappy. - diſpoſition 
of the ſovereign, whom Providence 
had placed at the head of millions 
of ſubjects, that in a_ few years 
after his aſſuming the reins of 
government. he had not a man in 
his dominions whoſe heart was 
warm in his intreſt through love, 
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or attached to his perſon through 
gratitude, His palace was only 
filled with the abandoned minifters 
of his vengeance. and the abje& 
vaſſals of his power. He beheld 
with horror the deſertion of his 
court, and uttered menaces of re- 
venge, and denunciations of the 
ſevereſt wrath, at being prevented 
from the exerciſe of his former 
power; and as ſovereign ſway was 
in his eſtimation of no value, with- 
out being diſplayed in acts of ty- 
ranny and deſpotiſm, he iſſued an 
order for every miniſter under his 
government to attend his perſon 
on an appointed day, on pain of 
the utmoſt ſeverity that offended 
majeſty could inflict. The orders 
at firſt where heard with terror; and 
irreſolution ſeized on every depen- 
dant on the throne. In a. ſhort 
time the conſternation wF* thev 
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bad occaſioned ſunk into ſettled 


deliberation, and as the tranſition. 
from fear to hate is only a natural 


conſequence, a conſpiracy was form- 
ed againſt the Sultan Ormah, and 


refiſtence to his commands reſolved 
on by the unanimous concurrence 
of thouſands , whom only the fame 
of his cruelty had yet reached. 


To ftrengthen their bands, and en- 


ſure ſucceſs to their undertakings ; 


they applied to a neighbouring 


prince to eſpouſe their cauſe and to 
lead them on to deliverance - or 
death. Between regal powers, 
jealouly and ſecret hate general- 
ly ſubſiſts: an occafion to weaken 
or to enſnare one another will al- 
ways be cagerly fought; and ho- 
your, which ought to be more ſe- 
cred, and more binding in the 
higher ranks of life will be often 
ſacrificed to party revenge, perſonal 
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views. 
_ His OE Abdallah though 
this a valuable opportunity for ag- 
grandizing his power, and exten» 
ding, his dominions. He embraced 
with eagerneſs the execution of the 
plan which was offered to him, and 
before Ormah could be apprized 
of the revolt of his ſubjects, he had 
marched an hundred thouſand men 


into the heart of. his kingdom, 
The ſervile attendants on the perſon 
of Ormah dreaded to inform him of 


an event ſo fatal to his authority 
and ſo dangerous to his perſonz and 


although rumours were ſpread, A- 
broad over all the imperial city and 
palace, that a cenſpiracy was for- 
med and ripe fer execution, they 


tried to amuſe him with a belief 
that theſe reports were groundleſs, 
and that they were well aſſtired he 


I might 
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CE) 
might expect to ſec his ofticers ap- 
pear on the day appointed for their 
attendance, to court his ſmiles, and 
acknowledge an implicit obedien- 
ce to his will. 

Mankind are eaſily induced to 
believe what they wiſh. The 
weary traveller of the deſert thinks 
at the utmoſt extent of viſion he 
can diſcover the riſing grove, or 
the winding ftream : he proceeds 
in his Journey, and 1s diſappointed; 
yet hope again relieves him and 


amuſes him with ſurer belief. 


Such was the mind of Ormah: he 
could not ſhut his ears againſt the 
voice of truth, and the warnings of 
approaching. danger; but he en- 


deavoured to ſuppreſs their opera- 
tions, by indulging the delufions of 


hope; and reſted his confidence, 
when he could no longer exert his 
power on thoſe whom he only 
regarded 


CC i 1 


regarded as the ſlaves of his will 

and who in their turns deſpiſed him 
as the object of their terror. Ab- 

dallah, by haſty marches, in a few 

days reached the capital; and. Or- 

mah, in confuſion and deſpair, the 

very morning on which he expect- 

ed to receive the homage of his 

ſubjects, and the adulation of his 

court, ſaw it completely inveſted, 

A heart conſcious of its own de- 

merits, on ſuch an occaſion muſt 
ſuffer every pang. Bravery never 

aſſociates with cruelty, nor can re- 

ſolution be united to tyranie op- 
preſſion. Ormah neither tried to 
divert the ſtorm by activity, nor to- 
combat it with compoſure. He 
neither expoſtulated with his at- 
tendants, who were about to deſert 
him for their deceit nor did he con- 
ſult with them how to act: he 
was diſtracted, and unreſolved. 
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He knew that his commands would 
carry no weight with them; that it 
was in vain to attempt to arm men 
Who owed him neither atlegiance 
nor regard. He ran raving round 
the palace; and bewailed his fate 
with expreſſions which denoted the 
moſt abje& debaſement of mind; 
at laſt he reſolved to change his 
dreſs,” and to attempt his eſcape: 
Withorit making à fingle perſon 
pri: 5 0 18 deftgn, he ſallied out 
of bis palace in the habit of a pea- 
fans and by: the inſignificance of 
his appearance, attracted no notice 
z hd underwent no examination 
rom the' ſoldiers of his enemy, 
through whoſe ranks he was obli- 
ped to pats. Without any particu- 
ir toad in view, he travelled on 
with me ut moft ſpeed, till the dark- 
neſs: and fatigue obliged bim to 
look about 015 a place to reſt in. 
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As fearful of ſeeing the face ofa 
ſubject as of an enemy, he Audi 
outly avoided their dwellings ; and» 
ſubſiſted on the ſpontaneous pro- 
duce of the earth, which luxury had 
before taught him to deſpiſe, but 
were now rendered delicious by 
neceſſity. To exceed the bounds 
of his own dominions was his' only 
ſixed object. 

For many days he allowed him. 
ſelf but a ſhort time to reſt; till at 
length, certain that he muſt have 
far exeeded the limits of the kings 
dom he had once ruled, and at the 
ſame time being exhauſted with un- 
remitted fatigue, he made up to 
a Cave which he ſaw- on the fide of 
a verdant hill over which be was 
travelling. He found it by nature 
formed as a convenient retreat to 
conceal miſery and fallen powers . 
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power, and there he determined to 
take up his abode. The herbs and 
the roots which the vicinity of the 
cave afforded, ſupplied him with 
food; and the chryſtal ſpring at a 
mall diftance ſlaked his thirſt. In 
ſuch a ſituation, the paſſions: of ma- 
levolence could not be exerciſed, 
nor the heart elated with pagean- 
try and grandeur. The mind of 
Ormah retired within itſelſ; he ſaw 
it's deformity, and bluſhed : he 
thought of the power he had loft, 
and acknowledged the juſtice of 
the Eternal. He beheld, in it's 
proper light, the nature of that au- 
thority he had been born to, and 
with the deepeſt humility confeſſed 
the unworthy uſe he had made of 
it; and though he knew it was 
now too late either to prove the 
neceſſity of his reformation, or ato- 


ue 
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ne for the tyranny of his oppreſ- 
ſion, yet he reſolved, by a life of 
auſterity, and the ſervice of Alla, to 
ſhew his contrition, and to regain 
the favour of Heaven. 1 

For ſeveral ycars he continued in 
the practice of every religious du- 
ty, and the mortification of every 
luſt. The rifing ſun heard his ſup- 
plications to the Prophet, and the 
twinkling ſtars of night bore. Wit= 
neſs to his contrition. 

One morning, as he roſe. 1 
ly early, and was offering up his 
adorations with all che fervour of 
penitential devotion; on à ſudden 
an old man, of a moſt venerable 
appearance whoſe ſilver beard 
deſcended far on his breaſt, ſtood 
before the aſtoniſhed Ormah, and 
thus addreſſed him, "1 

Son of the duſt! though n 
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to the ſovereignty of nations, the 


Prophet has ſeen your contrition 
and has accepted your prayers. 


You have found the fallacy of 
the maxims by which you for- 


merly ruled, and experience will 
teach you wildom. Your nergh- 
bour Abdallah, after uſurping 
your government, and commit- 
ting a ſeries of crueltics, in which 
he but too nearly reſembled your- 
ſelf, is now removed to the banks 


of the eternal ſtream; and the 
"chiefs of your dominions are ear-- 


neſt in their enquiries after you, 
that the crown may nat deſcend 
to the family of the-uturper, but 
ſtill remain in the regal line of 


your anceſtors. I will conduct you 


Cc. 
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this inſtant to your palace, and 
replace you on your throne.“ 


Before the confounded Orma h 


could 
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could! make any reply, he found 
himſelf ſeated on a ſofa in the 
midſt ef his palace, and ſurrounded 
by his nobles; whom His venerable 
n addreffed; « Behold, in 
your ſovereign Ormih, A memo. 
* 7able ſtance of the juſtice of 
* the Eternal, and of the omnipo- 
te tence of fn power! He fas been 
* tried and approved by the Tote 
e mortal Alla, and will be flo lon. 
6 ger your tyrant but your father. 
Then turning to Ormalh, Rememæ 
ber, © ſaid he, and let it be en- 
15 ed uport the crown of every 
monarch upon earth, that 
« vernment is only à power dele- 
« gated for tha happineſs of mans 
kind; and, to that end, muſt be 
on conduRted by wiſdom; Votes 
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With theſe words he diſappear- 
ed, and left Ormah and his nobles 
in mutual wonder and awe. He 
was immediately acknowledged 
by all his ſubjects; and, at their ear- 
neſt requeſt, took upon him the 


exerciſe of power, and the reins 


of government: and by a faithful 
obſervance of the maxims of his 
venerable. inſtructor, endeared him- 
ſelf not only to his own | ſubjects, 
but to thoſe of kingdoms very re- 
mote. Yet. amidſt the applau- 
ſe he received, and continued to 


deſerve he ſcrupuled not to ac. 


knowledge that his hours of ſoli- 
tude and humiliation were the moſt 
glorious parts of his life, ſince in 
them he had learned to know 


himſelf, and to be ſerviceable to 


mankind. After many happy 
years, he died univerſally lameni- 


ed 
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embalmed, and placed in the 


6 ) 
ed and reſpected; his body was 


tomb of his anceſtors; and the 
name of Ormah is ſtill famous in 
the Eaſt, and never mentioned 
but with reſpect, veneration, and 
regret. 
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HOW ftrong and ftrange 
> are the powers of imagi- 
nation! the exceſſive timidity of 
the mind overcomes the reaſon of 
the moſt ſenfible and judicious , 
from whence aroſe all the ſtories 
of ghoſts and ſpirits, but from rhe 
credulous reporters?—How diffe- 
rent to mortals are the ſeaſon of 
twelve at noon-day and twelve at 
night! a time when ghoſts are ſup- 
poſed to make their appearance, 
and ſpirits viſit the ſolitary dwell- 


ings 
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ings of the dead: the gay and gid- 
dy circle round in pleaſure and 
polite amuſements to avoid reflec- 
tion: yet when a folema ſcene pre- 
ſents itſelf, what terrors will invade; 
their fantaſtic. thoughts The tols; 
lowing relation, authenticated as 4 
fact, fully demonſtrates the impla- 
cable conceit of a diſturbed mind, 
ihews how ſoon the ſtrength of 
imagination will overeme the moſt 
heroic, perſon, eſpepially when rea- 
ſon is abſent, and where the Divine 
Spirit i is wanting. Un eg fte 
It is remarked; that hte theroy- 
al vault is opened for the 'intary 
ment-of any of the Royal Family; 
Weſtminſter- abbey is à place of 
great refort ; ſome flock thither ut 
of curioſity, others to indulge their 
ſolemn meditations, the form- 
er of thele motives it was, when 
the royal vault was opened for 
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the interment of her late Majeſty 
Queen Caroline, that five or ſix 
gentlemen, who had dined together 
at a tavern were drawn to vifit 
that famous repoſitory of the titled 
dead. As they deſcended down the 
ſtep deſcent, one cried its helliſh 
dark; another ſtopped his noftrils, 
and exclaimed the nauſeous vapour 
that aſcended from it; all had their 
different ſayings. But as it is na- 
tural for ſuch ſpectacles to excite 
lome moral reflections, even with 
moſt gay and giddy, they alt re- 
turned with countenances more ſe- 
rious than thoſe they had entered 
with. Having agreed to paſs the 
evening together, they all went 
back to the place where they di- 
ned; and the converſation turned 
on a future fate, apparations, and 
ſome ſuch topics. One among them 
who was an infidel in thoſe mat- 
ters, 
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ters, eſpecially as to ſpirits becom- 
ing viſible and who took upon him 


to rally. the others, who ſeemed 
rather inclinable to the contrary 
way of thinking. As it is eahter 
to deny than to prove, eſpecially 
where thoſe that maintain the ne- 
gative will not admit any teſtimo- 


nies which can be brought againſt 


their own opinion, he fingly held 
out againſt all they had to alledge : 
at length, to end the conteſt, they 
propoſed him a wagerof twenty gui- 
neas that as great a hero as hepreten- 
ded, or really imagined himſelf, he 
had not courage enough to go alone 


at midnight into the vault they had 
been ſeeing that day. This he 


readily accepted, and was very 
merry with the thoughts of get- 
ing ſo much money with ſo much 
caſe. The money on both fides 
was depoſited in the hands of the 
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man of the houſe; and one of the 
vergers was ſent for, whom they 
engaged; for a piece of gold, to 
attend the adventurer: to the gate 
f the cathedry], then ſhut” him in 
44d wait his return, Every thing 
being thus fettled, the clock no 
done ſtruck trete than they all 
et tu together, they who laid the 
Wger being reſolved not be im- 
: poked on by bis tampering with 
tie verger. As they paſſed along 
- a, (cruple aroſe, which was, that 
though they ſaw him enter the 
church, how they thould be convin- 
ced he went as far as the vault: 
but he inſtantly removed this, by 
ulling cut a pen-knife he had in 
is pocket, and ſaying, this will 1 
fick into the earth, and leave 1 
there; and if you do not find i: 
in the infide of the vault I Will ov: : 
the wager loſt. Theſe words left 


then 
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them nothing to. ſuſpect, and they 
agreed. to wait at the door his com- 
ing out, believing he had no leſs 
ſtock of 8 than he had 
pretended; it is poſſible the Hpini- 
on they had of him was no more 
than juſtice, But Whatever, ſtock 
of courage he had, on his firſt en- 
trance into that antique and reve- 
rend pile, he no ſooner found him- 
ſelf ſhut alone in it, than as he. at- 
terwards confeſſed. he. ftcunl a 
kind of a ſhuddering all over him. 
which he was ſenſible proceeded. 
from a. ſomething more than the 
soldneſs of. the nicht, Exery top. 
he took was echoed Dy on hollow 
ground; and though it was not al-. 
088 ther dark, the ve . . Mving 
left a lamp Barks g juſt before the 
door that Bt to the-chapel. other-- 
wile it would have been impoſüible- 
for him to have found the lage 
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yet did the glimmering it gave 
rather add to than diminiſh the 
folemn horror of every thing 
round. 

He paſſed on however; but pro- 
teſted had not the ſhame of being 
laughed at prevented him, he would 
have forfeited more than twice the 
ſum he had ſtaked to be out again. 
At length he reached the entrance 
of the vault ; bis inward terror 
increaſed; yet, determined not to 
be overpowered, he deſcended ; 
and being come to the laſt fair, 
ftooped forwards, and ſtuck the 
pen-knife with his whole force into 
the earth; but as he was riſing in 
order to quit ſo dreadful a place. he 
felt ſomething pluck him forward; 
the apprehenfion he before was in 
made an caly. way for ſurprize 
and terror to feize all his faculties 
be Ioft in one inftant every thing 
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that could ſupport him, and fell in- 
to a ſwoon, with his head in the 
vault; and part of his body on the 
ſtairs. Till after one o'clock his 
friends_waited with ſome degree 
of patiènce, though they thought 
he paid the titled dead a much lon- 
ger viſit than a living man could 
chuſe. But finding he did not co- 
-me, they began to fear ſome acci- 
dent; the verger they found though 
accuſtomed to the place, did not 


chuſe to go alone; therefore they, 


preceded by a torch, which a foot- 
Man belonging to one of the 
company had with him all went 
into the Abbey, calling as they 
went as loud as they could; no 
anfwer being made, they moved 


on till they came to the yault, 


where, looking down, they ſoon 
percewed in what poſture he lay, 
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and the condition he was in. They 
immediately uſed every means they 
could preſcribe for his recovery, 
which they ſoon effected. After 
they got him out of the Abbey to 
the freſh air, he fetched-two or 
three deep groans; and in the great- 
eſt agitation, cried © Heaven help 
% me? Lord have |, mercy upon 
« me!” | Theſe exclamations very 
much ſurprized them; but imagin- 
ing he was not yet perfe aly come 
to his ſenſes, they forbore queſti- 
oning him till they hed got him 
into the tavern, where having pla- 
ced him in a chair they began to: 
aſk him how he did, and how he 
came to be fo indiſpoſed. He gave 
them a faithful detail, and ſaid he 
ſhould: have come back with the 
fame ſentiments he went, had not 
an unſeen hand convinced bim of 


the 
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the injuſtice of his unbelief. While 
he was making his narrative, one 
of the company ſaw the pen-knife 
ſticking through the fore lappet of 
his coat. He immediately conjec- 


tured the miſtake; and plucking 


out the Pen- knife before them all 
"cried out, Here is the myftery 
diſcovered: in the attitude of ſtoop- 
ing to Rick che knife in the ground 
it” happened, As you "fee, to 5 
through Hd coat; and, on 
15 attempting to rife; the itbrtof = 
Was in magnified this little obftruc- 
tion into an imaginary impoMibility 
of withdrawing yourfelf, and had 


all effect on your ſenſes before rea- 


ſon had time to operate.“ This: 


which eyidently” was the Eaſe, ſet 


every one, except the gentleman 
who had falfered fo much by'it, n 
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a laughter. But it was not eaſy 
to draw. a ſingle ſmile from him 


he ruminated on the affair while 


his companions rallied and ridi- 
culed this change in him; he 


well remembered the agitations 


cc 
460 
tc 


cc 


he had been in.— Well, there 


is certainly ſomething affer death 
or theſe ſtrange impulſes could 


never be: What is there in 


a, church more than in any 
other building? What is dark- 
neſs more than light, which in 


themſelves ſhould have power 


to raile ſuch ideas as I have, now 
experienced? Yet, continued he 
I am convinced that I have been 
too preſumptuous; and whether 
ſpirits be or not permitted to 
appear, that they exiſt I ever 


ſhall believe.” 


From 


C 
From this occurrence, I think we 
may learn a leſſon, how prophane 
it is to be curious in affairs after 
death. The tale may raiſe plea- 


ſing ſenſations to the readers mind 
the moral is conſpicious. 
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A VISION. 
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X 1 X Have juſt been medi- 
n tating on that paſſage of 
Horace, Abſentum qui rodit 
© amicum, &c. Hunc tu, Romane 
« Caveto, which naturally led me 
into the confideration of the many 
bad conſequences of ſuch conver- 
ſations, which are wholly made up 
of a collection of ſtories, and of 


the 


( 97 ) 
the meanneſs and pravity of thoſe 
mortals that employ their whole 


time in endeavouring to leſſen the 


reputation of others, and in ſpread- 
ing thoſe ſtories abroad with a 
certain air of ſatisfaction. Perhaps 
indeed, an innocent, unmeaning 
curiofity, a defire of being infor- 
med concerning thoſe we live with 


or a willingneſs to profit by reflec- 


tion upon the actions of others, 
may ſometimes afford an excuſe, or 
ſometimes a defence for inquiſitive- 
neſs; but certainly it is, beyond all 
excuſe, a tranſgreſſion againſt hu- 
manity, to carry the matter farther 
to tear off the dreſſings, as I may 


ſay, from the wounds of a friend, 


and exp ſe them to the air in crucl 
tits of diverſion; and yet we have 
ſomething more to bemoan, an 
outrage of a higher nature. which 
' mankind is guilty of when they are 
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f Rat. content to ſpread the Nofnireo df 
2 My, frailty and vice, but even 
enlarge them, or invent nes, ones 
and Place characters, That zwe 


may appear ridfculois Or nn, 
ons another,” From ſuch practice 


as thefeè it happens that | ſome ole” 
a forrow, and others' are- agitated 
with a ſpirit of revenge, that ſcan- 
dal or lies are. told,” becauſe anc- 


ther has told fuch beforeg; tat re- 
fentments and quarrels afiſe, and 


injuries are given, received and 
multiphed in a ſcene of vengean- 
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All *this'] have often obferved 
with abundance of eoncerh, and 
having a perfect defire to Aritide 
the Hap pineſs of mankind, I lately 
let myſelf to confider the cauſes 
Shea ſuch evils àriſe, and the 


"remedies Which may be applied. 
* hereupon J hüt my ces to pre- 


vent 
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vent a diſtraction ſrom outwatd 
objects, and a while after ſhot 


away upon an impulſe of thought, 


in the world of ideas where abſtract- 


ed qualities became vifible in ſuch 
- appearances as were agreeable to 
each of their natures. 


That part of the country, where 


I happened to light, was the moſt- 
noiſy that ever I had known. 
The winds whittled, the leaves 


ruſtled, the brooks rumbled, the 
birds chatterd, the tongues of meg 
were heard, and the echo mingled 
ſomething of every found in its re- 


petition, ſo that there was a ſtrange. 
confuſion and uproar of ſounds: 


about me. At length, as the noiſe 
ſtill increaſed; I could diſcern a 
man habited like a herald [and as 
I afterwards underſtood | called 


Novelty, that came forward pro- 


claiming a ſolemn day to be kept 
| 5 OE at. 
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at the houſe of Common Fame. 
Immediately behind him advanced 
three nymphs, who had monſtrous 
appearances. The firſt of theſe 
was Curioſity, habited like a vir- 
ſtin, and having an hundred ears 
upon her head to ſerve her in her 
enquirios. The ſecond of theſe 
was Talkativeneſs, a little better 
grown, ſhe ſeemed to be like a 


young wife, and had an hundred 


tongues to ſpread her ſtories. 

The third was Cenſoriouſneſs, 
habited like a widow, and ſur- 
rounded with an hundred ſquinting 
eyes of malignant influence, which 
ſo obliquely darted on all around 
that it was impoſſible to ſay which 
of them had brought in the infor- 
mation ſhe boaſted of. Theſe as ] 
was informed, had been very in- 
ſtrumental in preſerving and rear- 
ing Common Fame, when upon 
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her birth day ſhe was ſhuffled into 


a crowd, to eſcape the ſearch which 
Truth might have made after her 
and her parents. Curioſity found 
her there, Talkativeneſs conveyed 
ber away, and Cenſoriouſneſs ſo 
nurſed her up, that in a ſhort time 
ſhe grew to a prodigious ſize, and 
obtained an empire over the uni- 
verſe: wherefore the Powers, in 
gratitude for theſe ſervices, had: 
ſince advanced them to her higheſt 
employ ments. The next who came 
forward in the proceſſion was a 
light damſel called Credulity who 
carried behind them the lamp the 
filyer veſſel with a ſpout, and other 
inſtruments proper for this ſolemn. 
occaſion. She had formerly ſeen 
theſe three together, and COniec-- 
turing. from the number of their 
ears, tongues, and eyes, that they 
might be the proper Genil of atten- 
ES: tion 
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tion, familiar converſe, and ocular 


demonſtration, ſhe from that time 
gave herſelf up to attend them. 
The laſt who followed were ſome 
who had cloſely muffled themſel- 
ves in upper garments, fo that I 
could not diſcern who they were; 
but juſt as the foremoſt of them 
was. come up, I am glad, ſays ſhe 
calling me by my name, to meet 
you at this time. ſtay cloſe to me, 
and rake a ſtrit obſervation of all 
that paſſes. Her voice was ſweet 
add commanding, I thought I had 
ſomewhere heard it; and from her, 
as I went along, I learned the 
reafon of eyery thing which offer- 
ed. 
We now marched forward 
through the rookery of rumours, 
whioh flew thick and with; a terri- 
ble din all around us. At length 


we arrived at the houſe of Com- 
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mon fame, where a hecatomb or 
reputations was that day to fall for 


her pleaſure. The houſe ſtood 


upon an eminence, having a thou- 


ſand paflages to it, and a / thouſand 


whiſpering holes for the conveyance 
of ſound. The hall we entered 


was formed with the art of a mu- 


ſick-chamber for the improvement 
of noiſe. KReft and Silence are ba 


niſhed that place. Stories of dif... 
ferent natures wander in light 
flocks all about, ſometimes truth 
and lies, or ſometimes lies them 
{elves claſhing againſt one another. 
In the middle ſtood a table paint. 
ed after the manner of the remoteſt 
Afiatick countries, upon which the 
lamp, the filver. veſſel. and cups 
of a white earth, were planted in 
order. Then dried herbs were 
brought, collected for the ſolemni- 
ty in moonſhine, and water being 


put 
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put to them, there was a greeniſh 
liquor made, to which they added 
the flower of milk, and an extraction 
from the canes of America, 
for performing a.. libation to the 
infernal powers of miſchief... After 
this, curioſity retiring to a with-- 
drawing room, brought: forth the 
Victims, being to appearance, a ſet 
of fmall waxen images, which ſhe 
laid upon the table one after 
another. Immediately then Talk- 
ativeneſs gave cach of them the 
name of ſome one, whom for the 
time they were to repreſent; and 
Cenſoriouſnefs ſtuck them all about 
with black pins ftill pronouncing. 
at every one ſhe ſtuck, ſomething. 
to the prejudice of the perſons 
repreſented. No ſooner were theſe 
rites performed, and incantations 
uttered, but the found of a ſpeak- 
iug trumpet was heard in the air, 
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by which they knew the Diety of 
the place was propitiated and aſſiſt- 
ing. Upon this the ſky grew dark- 
aff a ſtorm arofe, and murmurs. 
ſighs, groans, cries, and the wards 
of grief and reſentment were heard 
within it. Thus the three ſorcereſ- 
fes diſcoyered, that they, whoſe 
names they had given to the ima- 
ges, were already affected with 
what was done to them in ethgy, 
The knowledge of this was recei- 
ved with the loudeſt laughter, and 
in many congratulatory- words they 
applauded one ee wit an] 
power. 18 15 

As matters ere at this! FEY 
,poune of diſorder, the muffled lady 
whom I attended on, being no'16n- 
ger able to endure ſuch Barbaren 
proceedings, threw off her upper 
garment of reſerve and appeared 
10 be Truth,” As ſoon as The had 
| confeſſed 
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confeſſed herſelf preſent, the ſpeak- 
ing trumpet ceaſed to ſound, the 
ſky cleared up, the ſtorm abated, 
the noiſes which were heard it end- 
ed, the laughter of the company 


was over, and a ſerene light, till 
then unknown to the place, dif- 


fuſed around it. At this the de- 


tected ſorcereſſes endeavoured to 
eſcape in a cloud which I ſaw be- 
gan to dicken round them, but it 


was ſoon diſperſed, their charms 
being controuled, and prevailed over 


by the ſuperior Divinity, For my 
part I was. exceedingly glad to ſec 
it ſo, and began to confider what 
puniſhment ſhe would infli& upon 
them. I fancied it would be prop- 


er to cut off Curioſity's ears and 
fix them to the eaves of the houſes, 


to nail- the tongues: of Talkative- 


neſs to Indian tables, and to put out 


the eyes of Cenſoriouſneſs with a 
flaſh: 
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flafhnof., her light. In reſpect of 
Cxed. ality 1 had indeed ſome little 
pity, and had I been judge, ſhe 
might perhaps, haye eſcaped. with” 
x hearty geprogf. 

But I ſoon found that ht dif- 
earning Judge had; other deſigns, 
the knew, them for ſuch 28 wa 
not be deſtroyed; while mankind 
is in being, and yer ovght. to have 
a brand, and puniſhment affixed to 
them tha: they : mays be avoided. 
Wherefore ſhe took à ſeat, for Jud. 
gment, and had the . criminals 
bronght forward by ſhame | ever 
bluſhing, and Trouble with a whip 
of many; laſhes, two Phantoms 
who had dogged the proceſſion in 
diſguiſe and waited till they had 
an authority from Truth to lay - 
hands upon them. Immediately 
then ſhe ordered. Curiofity and 
talkativęneſs to be feuered together 

that 
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that the one ſhould never ſuffer 
the other to reſt, nor the other 
ever let her remain undiſcovered. 
Light Credulity the linked io ſhame 
at the tormentor's own ' requeſt, 
who was pleaſed to be thus ſecure 
that her priſoner could not eſcape 
and this was done partly for her 
puniſhment, and partly for her 
amendment. Cenſoriouſneſs was 
alſo in like manner begged by 
Trouble, and had her aſſigned for 
an eternal compamon. After they 
were thus chained with one ano- 
ther, by the judge's order, ſhe dro- 
ve them from her preſence. to wan- 
der for ever through the world, 
with Novelty ſtalking before them. 
The cauſe being over, ſhe retreat- 
ed from fight within the ſplendor 
of her own glory, which leaving 
the houſe it had brightened; the 


ſounds that where proper to the 
place 
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place began to be as loud and con- 
fuſed as when we entered, and there 
being no longer a clear diſtinguiſh- 
ed appearance of any objects re- 
preſented to me, I returned from 


the excurſion I had made in the Rev 
gions of Fancy. 


1 
SELIM A, 


AN EASTERN T ALS. 


MN 
= T XHAT univerſal diſcon- 


Os tent and diſquietude which 
runs through every rank and de- 
gree of life hath been deſervedly 
condemned by the philoſophers 
of all ages, as one of the bittereſt 
reproaches of human nature, ag 
well as the higheſt affront to the 
divine author of it: if indeed we 
look through the whole creation 
and remark the progreſſive ſcale of 
beings as they riſe. into perfection 


WC 


we ſhall perceive to our owr 
ſhame and confuſion, that every 
one ſeems ſatisfied with that ſhare 
of life and . happinefs which its 
maker hath appointed for it, man 
alone excepted, who is pleaſed 
with nothing that his bounty im- 
parts, unleſs. bleſſed with every 
thing that his. power can beſtow, 
perpetually repining at the decrees 
of providence, and refuſing to en- 
joy what he has, from a ridiculoug 
and never ceaſing deſire of what 
he has not. 

That object which is at a Ee 


ee from us is always the moſt invi- 


ting, and that poſſeſſion the moſt 
valuable which we cannot acquire. 
With the idea of affluence: and 
grandeur we are apt to affociate- 
' thoſe of joy and pleaſure, and be- 
cauſe riches and power may con- 


nt to our happineſs, we haſtily 
M2 oonclude 
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gonciude, that they muſt do ſo; 
That pomp, ſplendour and magni- 
ficence which attend the Great, is 
vifible to every eye, whilſt the 
ſorrows which they feel, and the 
dangers they are obnoxious to, eſ- 
cape our obſervations. 
Hence it arifes, that almoſt eve- 
ry condition and circumftance of 
life is confidered as preferable to 
our own; that we fo often fall in 
love with ruin, and beg to be un- 
happy; we weep in ſhort when 
we ought to rejoice, and complain 


when we ought to be thankful. 


The ſun, fays'an Eaſtern ſage 
was ftnking behind the weſtern 
hills, and with departing rays gild- 
ed the ſpires and turrets / of 'Gol- 
conda, when the captive Selima 
from the window of the ſon of 


-Nouradin's Seraglio, cafting a 


o 


mournful look at the country 
5 5 which 
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which ſhe ſaw at a diſtance beyond 


the boundary of. her, confinement- 
fixed her eyes on ſome cottages: 
which ſhe could diſtinguiſh by the 
thin ſmoke , aſcending, from them 
and, ſeemed to cnyy_the. humble 
condition of the lowly inhabitants, 
ſhe longed to exchange her own 
ſituation for that of innocent 
poverty and chearful tranquility 3 
little by little the envied proſpect 
faded on her ſight, and. ſhe liſtened 
with horror to the craſhing of iron 
bars and the cloſing that ſurrounded 
her: till at length all was huſhed, 
all became Ap t. as the hours of 
night, and ſtillneſs advanced; ſhe 
] 3 Ht, forth into the e : 


ſoliloquy: 

- And was I born a reaſonable 
being [ ſhe cried ] for this? 0 be 
excluded for. ever from ſociety... 
and doomed to add one more. to- 


1 


the ſlaves of the monarch of the 
Eaſt; have I deſerved this at the 
hand of Providence, or exacted 
this unequal lot ſrom the genius of 
diſtribution? did I ever turn mine 
ears from the cries of the needy, 
or ſhut the open hand from the 
Poor? why then am I puniſhed in 
this manner, why for eyer denied 
the bleſſing of mutual love, and 
fated to weep in vain to the walls 
of a priſon houſe? while I was a 
child, the angel of death cloſed the 
eyes of my parents, when as yet I 
knew not their lofs; and a few 
moons ago the ſame miniſter of 
terror bore from my arms a fiſter 
whom I loved, to the land of filen- 
ce and ſhadows; the reſt of thoſe 
that were dear to me groan under 
the bonds of ſervitude in the mines 
of Agra, or traverſe in the great 


waters in the ſhips of India; ſome 
happier 
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happier few who have found grace 
In the eyes of the Sultan live only 


to ſhew the difference between 


what I was and what I am; yet 
the remembrance of thoſe I loſt, I 
bore with reſignation; I wept in- 


deed and retired, but as yet rept- 


ned not; but to know no end of 
miſery, to'be kept as a witneſs to 
the luxury of thoſe who were once 
our equals, is ſurely the worſt that 
can be in{flited: I have faid to the 
flaves, why will not my lord the 
Sultan diſmiſs the maid whom he 
thinks unworthy his embraces, and 
whoſe preſence will rather caſt a 
cloud over his pomp than increaſe 
it? but they treat my tears and my 
remonſtrances with ſcorn, nor are 
their hearts melted in them when 
night and ſilence are over all the 
Seraglio, even the horrid guards 
to whole care we are reſigned _ 
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faſt locked up in ſleep; when O 
when ſhall J enjoy that ſweet ob- 
livion? diſcontent and + perpetual 
uneaſineſs of mind, baniſn from my 
eyes all propenſity to reſt, the night 
only affords me an opportunity to 
ent my complaints, and my great- 
eſt hepfinels! is this hour of univerſal 
repole when I can undiſtur bed and 
unmoleſted give utterance to the 
; Jorrows of my heart, 
As ſhe was ſpeaking theſe laſt 
words, the ſhades;of darkneſs were 
ſuſpended on a ſudden, and a light 
diffuſed itſelf around her like the 
flaſh, of mid-day; ſhe looked up 
and beheld, when, Azazel the an- 
gel of reproof became viſible to her 
ſight; ſhe bowed her head in the 
duſt and 'humbled herſelf before 
bim. Selima | he cricd | ariſe, thou 
miſguided ghild of affliction: I 


am that genius who was with thee 
whem: 


(137 /) 
when thou waſt yet a child, and 


in my book were thy future fortu- 
nes written; I was with the angel 
whoſe miniſtry it was to ſeal the 
eyes of thy parents, and who laid 
his hands on thy ſiſter ; under my 
influence wert thou brought up 28 

a captive unto Amurath from the 
banks of Oxus, and immured in the 
walls of his ſeraglio; thou haſt com- 
plained of thy fate, thou haſt ſaid 
that the eye of thy genius frowned 
on thy birth, and that misfortune 
has marked thee for her daughter: 
but Jam come to clear thy doubts 
and to direct thee where thou 


mayeſt find the manſions of reſt 


let my words fink deep in thee, 
and grave them in living characters 
on thy heart. Iwill take away the 
miſt from before thine eyes, for 
thou knoweſt not what thou haſt 
laid: thou haſt lamented the fate 
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of thy ſiſter who is happier by far 


than thou art, and who has her ſta- 
tion aſſigned her i in the realms of 


bliſs. Niet 
Ihe ſituation of, thy companions 
who have appeared pleaſing to the 
Sultan has been the obje of thine 
envy. but alas! thine is a paradiſe 
to theirs; thou-haſt repined at that 


ſolitude which, hadſt thou made 2 


right uſe of, it would have taught 


thee to know thyſelf, and haſt grie- 


ved that thou wert not born to that 


beauty which thouſands poſſeſs, 
und which would have been to 
thee a puniſhment inſtead of 2 
bleſſing. I will now ſhew thee 


what but for my interpofition 
would have been thy oven deftiny 


bad this thy laſt, thy preſump- 


tuous wiſh being crowned with 
fucceſs; hadſt thou been bidden in 
thy turn to deck with oriental 


pomp 


( 119 ) 
pomp the bed for Amurath, and 


repole on the filken pavilions in 
the inner chambers of the palace 
turn thyſelf to the Eaſt and view 
there what I ſhall explain to thee. 
She turned and beheld a woman 
ſeated on a throne, ſurrounded 
with every circumſtance of Eaſtern 
magnificence; ſhe was fair as one 
of the Houries, and ſparkling in 
gold of indoſtan and the diamonds 
of Surat; in her preſence every 
mouth was dumb, every knee 
bended with fear and every eye 
fixed on the ground, yet ſhe feem- 
ed to receive the adorations of the 
crowd, with coldneſs, nor was her 
heart glad at the approach of her 
lord; ſhe ſeemed alone as to her 
ſelf, though amidſt wondering 
thouſands and ten thouſands at her 
feet. 


View 


( 10 


Selima, as the crowd retiring leaves 


her in her cloſet, and what happineſs 
does ſhe ſeem to be poſſeſſed of that 
thou wiſheſt to be thine ; does not 
that gloom that hangs on her brow 
owe its being to fear? Is ſhe not 
conſcious. that treachery or chance 
can in a moment bring her licen- 
tious happineſs to an end; and guilt 
that, viper in her boſom, deſtroys 
all reliſh for pleaſures, and points 
out to her the yanity of all. Joys 
which have not virtue for their 
foundation. But ſec, the guards 
ruſh in at this moment to ſeize her 
and accuſe her of having conſpired 


the death of her lord. — Mark how 


the ſplendid appartments and al- 
cove of pleaſure diſappear, and in 
their ſtead the jJoyleſs gloom and 
grated windows of a priſon.— 
Now ſhe is hurried in, they throw 

the 


(121) 


the black robe of death upon her; 


in vain does ſhe now think of 


command, in vain wave the hand 
which a few hours before would 
have ſtilled the raging of the peo- 
ple, and humbled the rulers of the 
world; ſhe now begs to be heard 
and lng recourſe, as her laſt aids, 
to intreaty, tears and proſtration 
but in vain: ſhe is dragged down 
on the rocky pavement by the 
ſlaves who offer her the diſmal al- 
ternatives of the poiſoned cup or 
the ſabre.— She drinks, and fee ſhe 
ſinks yet and yet paler and paler 
to the earth—Sce the laſt convul- 
five ſtruggle— the dying ; gap, and 


the ſigh that rends the Art in the 


laſt agony :—ſcarce is there à pau- 


ſe, they ſtrip the yet warm body 
denied to be joined in burial With | 


the queens of the land, and Expoſe 
it tor a prey to the eagle Or Ful 
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Such ſhort-ſighted maid, - would 
have been thy lateſt hour; and thy 
end. would have reſembled hers: 
bear then thy preſent fate Without 
repining, nor . daſh the cordial 
which hope preients thee with to 
the ground, but wait with patience 
tor a happier hour; their lot only 
may be called miſerable whoſe ta. 
ces were never covered with tha- 
me, and who go down unrepent- 
ing to the grave, —Hope is yet 
thine, which can turn the walls 
that confine thee to the bower of 

content; then ſay not in thine heart 
that thy portion 1s with the wret- 
ched, nor by  withing. to alter the 
allotment of providence, provoke 
the rage of a power infinitely 
greater than mine, which can cruſh 
thee. to atoms at a Kita, 

When he had ſpoken theſe. 


words he ſtretched out his arms 
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over her, and ſhe ſunk down in a 
fofa into the arms of ſleep, from 
which the "awoke in the morning | 
with a conviction of her late unjuſt Th 
repinings, and with a perfect reſig- 
nation to the lot which her genius 
had aſſigned her in the terreſtiab 1 
abode of life. iff 


N 2 THE 


THE 
PHILOSOPHER 
| N | 
NATURE. 


an EASTIIAN TALL 


1 4 

4 I 'N 2 certain iſland of India, 
, . Situated under the equinoc- 
1 tial line, ' reigned 2 Prince who, 
from his evil qualities, became ſo 
extremely diſtruſtful, that though 
he had but one fiſter, he yet would 
not diſpoſe of her in marriage, 
leſt he ſhould meet with à brother 


m. 


(125: Þ 


in-law more beloved by the people 
than himſelf, But notwithſtanding 
the watchful eye he kept upon the 
actions of his ſiſter, one of his re- 
lations found means to ſee her; and 
the young couple having become 
mutually enamoured of each other 
they eluded the vigilance of their 
guards, and were privately married. 
The fruit of this union was a for 
whom the princeſs; kept for ſome 
time concealed; but at length, 
tearing the indignation of her bro- 
ther, the found herſelf obliged to- 
expoſe him, leſt his cries might he 
heard, and not only the immediate 
death of her child, but that of the 
author of his being, ſhould be the 
conſequence. For this cruel ſepara. 
tion ſhe allotted a calm and ſerene 
night; and having with as mucty 
tenderneſs as poſtible, put the in- 
tant into a box, lined. with a bitu- 
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minous fubſtance, ſhe leſt him to 


the mercy. of the waves. Theſe 
carried him to the border of a de- 
ſerted iſland, which lay oppoſite 
to that of his birth, at the mouth 
of a river that overflowed it once 
every year, and that at this very 
time was at its height. The whole 
ifland, therefore, was almoſt under 
water; and by the violence of the 
tide, the box was driven forward 
till it came entangled in a thicket 
of trees. The waters returned to 
their proper channel; the wind. 
abated; and the box remained up- 


on the ſand: but happening to bear 


againſt ſome branches, the nails, 
which had been on purpoſe left 


unſecure, looſened, and the boards 


burſt aſunder. 

The infant Ebn Yokdhan, in the 
mean time, inſtigated by the calls 
af hunger, cried with all his might 

n and 
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znd a ſhe goat, which had juſt 
been robbed of her kidling by an 
eagle, approached to him, and ga- 
ve him ſuck. This tender othce 
ſhe failed not to renew every day; 
and the ſame connection was gra- 
dually formed between them as 

between a child and its nurſe. 
Soon as little Ebn Yokdhan could 
walk, he attended the animal 
whitherſoever ſhe went; and as he 
was a ſtranger to every ſociety but 
that of goats, he ſoon formed ſounds 
fimilar to theirs. He likewiſe imi- 
tated with ſkill the notes and cries 
of all the different birds and beaſts 

upon the land. 
When he had attained his fifth 
er ſixth year, and become, in ſome 
meafure, capable of obſervation, 
he inſenſibly perceived, that he 
was the only animal which was na} 
ted, and defenceleſs; all the others 
being 


6168) by 


being covered with hair, with wool 
or with feathers. He ruminated 


upon the methods by which this 


inconvenience. might be remedied; 
and the firſt which occurred to him 
was, to take the large leaves of 
lome tree, and to put them upon 
thoſe parts which nature employs 
to throw off certain ſuperffuities. 


At the ſame time, having torn 


down a branch of a tree, he found 
that, by moving it, he put-all the 
beaſts around him to flight; whence 
he concluded, that his hands were 
infinitely preferable to the hair, the 


tail, and the horns, of oxen and: 


goats, ſince by them he could at 
once provide bim with a covering. 
and a defence. Afterwards, re- 
marking that the carcaſe of it had 
no bad ſmell, he made a kind of 
Habit to himſelf, from the ſkin and: 


_teathers, of a dead eagle. As he 


always 


33 
in 
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always went about armed with a 
ſtick, he rendered himſelf an ob- 
ject of terror to all the animals of 
the iſland, who no longer dared to 
come near him. The ſhe goat his 
nurſe, however never forſook him; 
and though on account of her 
great weakneſs and age, he took an 
extraordinary care of her, he could 
not nevertheleſs prevent her from 
dying foon after, 
When he beheld: his nurſe with- 
out motion, his ſurpriſe and his 
grief were immoderate. He call- 
ed to her for à long time; but 
finding that . ſhe made uo anſwer 
to him, he began to examine the = 
eyes, the ears, and the legs of te 
animal, imagining that in theſe Hh 
parts there muſt be ſome obſtacle 1 
hs hindred them from perfor» R 
their functions; as he had 
already remarked that, when he 
_- clofed 
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cloſed his eyes, ſtopped his cars, 
or tied his legs together, he could. 
' himſelf neither fee, nor hear, nor 
walk. 

He therefore concluded, that 
this hindrance proceeded from an 
internal cauſe, and was connected 
with a particular part which actua- 
ted all the reſt, This part. he 
thought, muſt neceſſarily be ſitua- 
ted in the middle of the body, in 


order to communicate, with great 
er eaſe, its influence to the other 


members; and feeling his heart 
beat with violence, from the agi- 
tation of mind in which he was 
he imagined that that muſt be 
the principle and the ſource of 
motion. On this he immediately 
reſolved to open the body of his 
nurſe, there to fearch for the part 
and to find out wherein the defi- 
ciency lay, But afterwards reflect- 


ing, 
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ing that, the remedy might be, 

worſe than the diſeaſe, and that he 
ſhould not .eafily be able to. cloſe 
up the opening he intended to 
make, he thought it proper to wait 


a little while. longer ſtill. At 


length having loſt all hopes, and 
imagining that there was no longer 
any thing to be endangered, he 
lf adopted bis former deſign. Having 
| therefore. picked out ſome edged! 


ſtones and ſome dried reeds which 
he ſharpened as well as he could, 
he made an incifion into the body 
of the goat, between the ribs, 
and | preſently. found the. lungs; 


| which he judged, however not to 


be the object of his ſearch, becauſe 
cg were not in the middle of the 


body. When he reached the liver 
he e that that part muſt 
he the heart; ſince its figure, fitua- 


tion, and ſolidity appeared to him 
exceedingly 
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exceedingly proper to produce mo- 
tion and to preſerve it. For this 
reaſon he began to examine it mi- 
nutely; and having perceived two 
cavities in it, the one full of coagu- 
lated blood, and the other empty 
he conceived that the principle of 
life was ſeated in the latter. And 
as he was ſcnfible that this vivify- 
ing principle had gone out of the 
body while it was yet entire, he 
was well aſſured that it would not 
return thither, when the body 
ſnould be divided in ſeveral parts 
afterwards confidering, that this 
carcaſe was incapable of any kind 
of function, he concluded, that to 
that principle which had now left 
it, he muſt atribute all the opera- 
tions he had ſeen the goat per- 
form; that it was that which had 
ſupplied him with ſuck, and which 
had taken care of him from his 

infancy. 


3 


infancy. Theſe conſiderations. ex- 
cited in him a ſtrong inclination to 
know what had become of this prin- 
eiple, and whither it was gone; if 


it had left the body of itſelf, or 
if it had been driven from it by 
ſome extrinfic power. 


While our ſolitary was immerſ= 


ed in theſe ręveries, the carcaſe be- 
gan to putrify: the ſteam attracted 


two crows; and they, afraid to ap- 
proach for fear of Ebn Yokdhan, 


began to fight. One of them had 


no ſooner killed the other-than it 
dug a hole in the earth, into which 
it threw the body, ahd afterwards 
filled it up. From this circum- 


Nance, Ebn Yokdhan determined 
to dig a hole alſo, and to pay that 


duty to his nurle which 2 crow 
had paid to its enemy. 
Some time after, 2 ſtorm aroſe, 


Which drove the branches of ſome | 


ON dry 
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dry trees againſt each other with 
ſo much violence that they took 
fires The novelty of this accident 
greatly aſtoniſhed our Solitary: 
and, promoted by his natural cu- 
riofiry; he approached 6 
experienced 25 he was in ſuch mat- 


"ters, he attempted at firſt to han- 
dle the fames; when ſtarting 


back with pain, he reſolved to ta- 
ke a branch of woed, which was 
only kindled at one end, and to 


carry it into a cave in which he 


Jodges, in Order to examine the 
e, and the effects it was capable 
producing. With not -a little 
care did he preſerve it; at he 
found that the blaze - ſerved him 
for fon dürng the'n 85. , and 5 
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quiſhed his eagerneſs to know what 
it is that conſtitutes the principle of 
life, and of animal motion: having 
therefore obſerved, that fire puts 
all the bodies with which it com- 
municates in motion, and that in 
touching certain parts of an animal 
body, he feels a prodigious warmth 
he imagined that the* principle 
which moves us muſt partake of 


the nature of mp In order to con- 


vince himſelf of the point, he re- 
folved to FN alive the fir beaſt 
he ſhould meet. Nor was it diffi- 
cult ſor him to come at one, the 
whole iſland being crowded with 


animals. Having opened a wild 
ſheep, nearly as he had done the 
ſhe goat his nurſe, and having found 
the heart, he began to diſſect it at 
the left fide, and ſaw a whitiſh 
vapour iſſue from the cavity which 
is there. Immediately he put his: 


O 2 finger: 
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finger into it, and felt that the pla- 
ce which it had juſt left, was, as it 
were burning with heat; remark- 
ing, at the ſame time, that the air 
* hich this cavityContained, Was no 
fooner evaporated, than the. beaſt 
cloſed its eyes and expired. 0 

This experiment, which proved 
to be ſo noble to the con- 
ſectures of our Philoſopher, ſerved 
only to heighten his curiofity; 
inſomuch, 5 he reſolved to ex- 
amine the nature of all the other 
members of the body. So many 
experiments did he make, that 
though his inſtruments were not 
very handy, he yet ſurmounted 


every dithculty by his genius, and 
his application, and became, in a 
few. years, a ſkilful anatomiſt. 
One day, as he was employed 
in performing a diſſection, a fiſh, 
which he had juſt caught, leaped 


upon 


Fin 


upon his fire. This circumſtance 
ſo attentive was he to his work, he 

did not at firſt perceive: but his 
noſtrils being prelently affected 

by an agrecable flavour, which he 
had never experienced before, he 
was induced to . ſearch into the 

cauſe of it. On beholding the fiſh 
half-broiled, he longed to taſte. of 
it. He did taſte of it; and finding, 
it more palatable than the fruits 

which had hitherto compoled his 

nouriſhment, he addicted himſelf 
to hunting and fiſhing, in both 
which exerciſes he facilitated his 

ſucceſs by the contrivance of ſun-- 
dry expedients, fuch as that of ta-- 
ming birds [by whoſe finging-the 

reſt were attracted, and ſecured in 
his ſnare] and that of training hor-- 
ſes, mounted on which, he out-ram 
at the chaſe the ſwifteſt beafte. 
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Ebn Yokdhan had hardly num- 
bred his one and twentieth or 
his two and twentieth year, when 
he invented all thefe things, and 
when he made clothes to himſelf 
of the ſkins of deaſts, ſewed toge- 
ther with threads of the bark of 
palm-tree, with hemp, &c. But as 
theſe bodily exercifes did not occu- 
py him wholely, hardly did he 
ever behold an object of which he 
withed not to ſearch into the 


cauſe, Not to be tedious however 


we will leave him to reaſon like a 


Peripatetic upon the nature of the 


terreſtrial and celeſtial bodies, in 


order to proceed at once to the man- 


ner in which he acquired the Know- 
ledge of the infinitely perfect 


being. 


Our ſolitary had already re- 
marked, that matter operates not 


of itſelf but by means of a certain 
impulſe 5 
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018) a certain arrangement 
from {ome external cauſe: of theſe 
he long endeavoure d to find the 
author upon the earth, and in the 
ſky. But 28 he could find no r 
Which was not Aide and whic 

was not ſubject t 5 Ne 
ce conclude d, chat | e who had for- 
med matter and who had thus 
peculiarly arranged it, was not 
matter, ſince of neceſſiiy he muſt 
be infinite and immutable; that 
matter ha ing not of itſelf the a- 
bility to act, it was not it mr 
properly ſpeaking, performed the 
aclions he faw it Noche, lin the 
perfect! Being who gave it a pow- 


er, and who preſerves it; that of 


conſequence, this Being was all 
Powerful, all wife, and all know 
ing; that his exiſtence was neceſ. 
far y;. and ir welt” was want- 
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ing to bis glory, to his perfection, 
and to his ſovereign felicity. 

Ibis ſublime idea took ſuch poſ- 
ſeſſion of Ebn Yokdhan, that he no 
longer paid any attention hardly to 
aught beſide; when any object 
happened to divert him from it, he 


= inſtantly. returned to it, applying 
4 every thing he had found goodand 
b= amiable in that object to the infi- 


nitely perfect Being, and removing 
| from him every thing which ap- 
| peared corruptable, or ſubje& to 
| imperfection. There was one 
| thing however, that puzzled him, 
1 namely, that this being, who is fo 
| worthy of the love, and-the ref- 
pect, of all his creatures, ſhould 
have formed ſo few of them who 
| were endowed with the capacity to 
2 know him, and to pay a voluntary 
| hommage to him. This conſide- 


| ration 1 difturbed his repoſe for ſome 
time; 


5 


time; but by means of the freſh 
truths which he daily diſcovered, 


be ſoon recovered his wonted tran- 


quility. | 

Our Solitary being thus deeply 
ſtruck with the idea of the infinitely 
perfect Being, repeatedly pondered 
on the means by which he had ac- 
quired a, perception that made ſo 
l'vely an impreſſion on him. He ſaw 
clearly that the ſenſes had not 
communicated this knowledge, fin- 
ce the being he formed in his mind 
was not corporal, and he had nei- 
ther ſeen, nor heard, nor touched 
bim. 
It follows then,” thought ho 
*« that I muſt have ſomething in 
me which is not matter, and by 
* which I may have a communi- 
* cation with that immaterial} 


Being, in like manner as, by the 


„ means of my fenſes, J am in 
ſome 


q 
— PPP 


ſome mealure united with the 
bodies which furrcund me. 

And as this immaterial Being is 
infinitely more noble than all 
bodies, it likewiſe follows, that 
that part within me which knows 
him, muſt be greatly ſuperior to 
that which has no perception 
but of corporal exiſtence.. But 
whence comes it, that I am ſur- 
rounded with animals only, who 


have no idea of him that made 


them; who eat, drink and mul- 
tiply their ſpecies; and who, 
after having lived to a certain 
period die, and are as if they 


had never been? —If there ex- 


iſted, in any ſpecies of animal, a 
principle fimilar to that by 
which I have obtained. a know- 
ledge of the all perfect Being, 
marks of it would appear in 
ſome of their actions. They 
« would 


would inſtitute external figns, in 
order to honour the ſovereign 
Being, and . mutually to excite 
each other to pay their adoration 
to him, and with what pleaſure 
would I, who know him, con- 
net myſelf with beings, with 
whom I might praiſe our com- 
mon Creator.” 
What induced our philoſopher to 
reaſon in this manner was, that, 
having never ſeen. any thing but 
his own iſland, the ſea,” and the 
firmament, and being denied the 
aid by which the other animals are 
propagated, he did not believe 
there had ever been a man in the 
world before him, and he was at a 
loſs to know-1t there would ever 
be one after him. At the fame 
zime, it appeared to him to be a 
thing unworthy of infinite goqd- 
neſs and power, to produce no 
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creatures 
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creatures, but what were corrup- 


ible, and incapable of Knowing 
him, of loving him, ,and of enjoy- 
ing a felicity ſuperior to that which 
is conveyed through the medium of 


the ſenſes. For this reaſon, as he 
found no finite immaterial beings 
here below he ſup} 2oſed there were 


Tuch above, united to thole globes 


of light which rolled over his head. 
In this idea he was confirmed by 
this reflection; If the ſovereign 
* Being, though he has endowed 


ee me, in ſome meaſure, with the 


E 


a5 


powers of knowing him, and of 
* contemplating upon him; though 
« he hath united me to a body, 
% which is ſubject to a thoufand 
ce. different wants, and which, by 


* 


5 obliging me, en 2 ſenſe of 
© pain, to ſatisfy it, diverts me 


« from that deli bel contempla- 


tion; yet it lows ſtill more 


* evidently 
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« evidently that he muſt have uni- 
« ted an immaterial exiſtence ta 
ec heavenly bodies, Which are fa 
« large, ſo beamiful, ſo durable, ſo 
“ uniform, and in their motions lo 
© regular. 

Thus did Ebn Vokdhan ſatisfy 
himſelf as to the plurality of ſpirits 
or of immaterial beings; but there 
remained another difficulty; which 
gave him great anxiety. This was 
to know why the ſovereign, Being 
ſhould have joined ſouls, created 
expreſſly for himſelf, with bodies 
which perpetually. interrupt the 
union that ought to ſubſiſt between 
finite ſpirits, and the infinite ſpirits, 
in order to render the former hap- 
py: His conceptions about: this 
matter were various: but at length 
he concluded, that the preſent ſtate 
of thoſe ſpirits being a Nate of im- 
perfection, there muſt be another 


3 aſter 
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tet © this fe, in which they 
will enjoy 2 greater degree of 
happineſs; that it is impoſſible to 
doubt of the peſſibility of this ſtate; 
fince death eta but a divifion 
of the ſeveral parts 1 Which the 
body is eompoted, and ſince fpirits 


being immaterial and rhe indiviſihle 


eannot die, that the ſovereign 
Being hath” united ſpirits with a 
body which, in ſome meaſure, aſt. 
milates them to the creatures, in 
order to try if they would remain 
faithful to him, and if they would 
have the courage and the ſtrength 
to elevate their affctions towards 
him, by deſpiſing the pleaſures of 


the ſenſes; that it was the will of 


the infinitely perfect Being they 
ſhould love him from free choice, 
and ſhould! not be preſehted with 
objects amiabls in appearance to 
nn end that, hy Ferry him to 

all 


(0 9147 y) 


:all. things, they owl, deſeryer... his 
love, and the happineſs he has pre- 
pared for them; chat thoſe bats 
ſpixits who devote themſelyes to 
the luſts of the fleſn and who ne- 
glect the meditation of heavenly 
things, . becauſe of the trouble they 
experience from it, are unworthy 
- of being united with the ſayercign 
Being; ſo that after, life, findigg 
9 themſelves deprived, of, che conſo- 
lation they no receive from ihe 
pleaſures of the body, their; immor- 


- tality will be a nete of e 
| "ow end. 10 42 d Ry 


Sa deeply | was chf Solitary im- 
8 with theſe refleRionss, and ſo 
much contempt did he, conceive for 
{ earthly chi „ that, he, would have 

relinquiſhed all caxe of his body, 
if he Pad not believed that, in order 
to evince his ſubmiſſion to tbe will 


bat m almighty Peng he pyas. 1 
ge 
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„ en 
ged to preferve it, till it ſhould 


pleaſe his ſovereign maſter to de- 
liver him from a machine, which 
he no longer conſidered but as an 
obſtacle to his fehcity. He there- 
fore reſolved to pay no more at- 
tention to his bodily concerns than 
what might be neceſſary to keep 
him from dying, and to prevent 
the diſorders which might tend to 
divert him from the contemplation 
of the all- perfect Being. To this 
reſolutlon he ſo religiouſly adhered, 
"thathe no longer went out of bis 
cave but once a week; and then 
merely in jeſt” of fruit for his 
ſubfiſtance, the firft of which thas 
offered he took with nat choice. - 
This manner of living he continued 
1 till ine age of © fifty years; when 
. Goch unwilling chat ſo rare a pa- 
tern of 8 ſhould remain un- 


g Aerered t6'the world, permitted 
4 him 
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him to be diſcovered by a follow. 


ing accident. 


Not far from the iſland in which 
Ebn Lokdban had been brought 
up, there was another inhabited 


by the followers of the ancient 
prophets, who in order to familia- 
riſe the myſteries of heaven to the 


ſenſes, illuſtrated them by allego- 


ries, and by parables. Two of 
theſe iſlanders, Aſal and Solomon, 


though intimate friends, entertain- 
ed very different e how- 
ever, as to the road which leads 
to happineſs. The former main- 
tained, that it was by relinquiſhing | 


the world, and by living in ſoli- 
tude; the latter on the othe hand, 
was . perſuaded that it was more 
eaſy to reſiſt tempration by the 
aſſiſtance which we receive from 
the ſociety of the virtuous, than by . 


T 3 retiremen v 
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retirement, and by flying into a 
e 
Aſal had heard that the ifland 
in which Ebn Yokdhan refided 
was uninhabited; and ſtill perſiſt- 
ing in his deſign of bidding adieu 
to the world, in order to dedicate 
himſelf entirely to devotion, he 
gave the whole of his wealth to the 
poor, referving no more to himſelf 
than what was neceſſary to pay for 
his paſſage thither. As Ebn Yok-. 
dhan ſeldom ſtirred from his cave 
he did not meet with Aſal, till one 
day as he happened to be employ- 
ed in prayer; and nothing could 
exceed the} ſurpriſe of Ebn Yok- 
dhan when he beheld, for the firſt 
time, a creature reſembling him- 
ſelf.” Impelled by curiofity, he 
advanced towards him; but Afal, 
taking him for another Solitary, 


and deſirous not to interrupt him, 
immediately. 
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immediately withdrew. Ebn Yok- 
dhan pretended not to: ſee him; 
and following at a diſtance, as if by 
chance, he waited till he ſhould 
again fall on his knees, before he 
would run after him. Aſal, alarm- 
ed at finding he was purſued took 
to flight; Ebn Yokdhan, who was 
"by far the ſtrongeſt and the nim- 
bleſt of the two ſoon overtook him. 
The new Solitary was ready to 
die with terror when he found 
himſelf defenceleſs in the hands of 
a ſavage. Ebn Yokdhan, however 
-encoutafel him with all the careſ- 
ſes he could think of beſtowing; 
and Afal, on recovering his com- 
poſure, ſpoke to him in ſeveral 
languages, in order to render him 
ſelf intelligible. To all theſe Ebn 
Yokdhan gave no anſwer but by 
— expreſſing his aſtoniſhmeat; charm- - 


- a! 28 he Was with the cadence of : 
thoſe. 
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thoſe articulate ſounds, which ap- 
; peared to him infinitely more har- 


monious than the ſinging of any 


bird. Aſal prefented to him ſome 
remains of his proviſions he had 
brought with him, and began to 
eat of them, in order to ſhew him 


the example. Ebn Vokd han, Who 


had preſcribed to bimſelf the ſtrict- 
eſt rules of ſobriety, at firſt decli- 
ned the offer; but afraid to offend 


his new acquaintance, he at length 


complied, and in return went in 
: ſearch of the beſt fruits of the iſland 


for him. The mgſt intimate con- 


nection was | ſoon formed between 
them; and Aſal, impatient to know 


by what accident he had found a 


man thus circumſtanced, reſolved 
to teach him to ſpeak. - He began 


by telling him the names of things 


and aſterwards he taught him to 
connect chem together. In a word 


the. 
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the maſter was ſo aſſiduous, and the 
ſcholar was fo docile, and fo eager 
for inſtruction, that in a ſhort time, 
they were able to converſe toge- 
ther with caſe. 


As ſoon as Ebn Yokdh an could 
peak ſo as to be underſtood, Afal 


| " Enquired of him by whom he had 


been left upon the ifland, Ebn 
| Yokdhan' replied, that he knew 
not, that he was a ſtranger even Nog 
his parents, but that 'a ſhe | 
had ſuckled him. He then rf 1 
ted the oectipations of his child- 
"hood, and of his youth, the diſco, 
veties he: made, and the ideas be 
had conceived of Heavenly things, 
and in bis turn he enquired of the 
other from whence he, came, and 
What it was had brought him into 
the iſland. Upon this Aſal gave 
bim à deſeription of his country, 


0 "of fehe manners, and the my” 
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of its, inhabitants. Ebn. Yokdhan 
Was highly delighted, to ſind every 
thing which that people taught as 

to the nature of God, the. rewards 

and the puniſhments after this life 
and even the laſt judgement, was 
; canfarmable to his on meditations. 
aeeedingly. One „Was, that the 
teachers of this penple ſhould yeil 
ofthe. e . thuths with ſo many 
images fu agr eſled to che ſenſes, that 
the law of their praphet ſhould 
Aeem 9 be, ſatisfied with the obſer- 
. Atlions of !gexiain;! ſaſts, of a few 
oprayert 30d als, While bey gave 
aA; allewance to things of the 
„ rdgte danger; as the heaping up 
Lok riches, he choice of, and even 
onn exceſs in viands, the encourage- 
E ment dftrafie, of ulury, of corpqral 
puniſhments, and gonſequentiy, of 
homieide. Another hing, Which 


10 appeared. 
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pberted to bim pighly Aringe, 


Was, that there ſhould be 4 ne- 


ceſſuy for the eſtabliſhmænt f 
E! in order o ors Ne cation 
of civil ſoclety, and, forthe" inAlcs 
ton of grizvous pohaltics upotrthe 


offenders ag inſt it. He thought, 


that this was to cure one evil 
ande her and that ſuch diforders 
d not happen, ff ſuffiieſit care 
we?e taken t inſtruct mankind; 
ni la) down the truth to 22 
in a plain and hmple manner. 
In vain did Afal tell him, that 
he knew not the wotld; that men 
were fraught with wickednefs and 
ſtupidity; intoxicated With their 
prejudices; devoted to their pai. 
ons; and incapable of attending to 
or loving the truth. Ebn voklban 
fill Mafntained it to be imp Sf 
but that mankind would be cor. 
verted, if the ſame method vas 
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taken ts inſtruct them, as that by 


which he had himſclf attained. 


the knowledge of the moſt impor. 
tant truths He therefore formed 
a reſolution to go and converſe with 
mankind, and exert his efforts to 


to lead them back from their er- 


'FOrs, 

Aſal approved of his intention 
and in order to execute it, they 
agreed to remain night and day 


upon the ſca ſhore, and to keep a 


great fire, to the end that the ma- 
riners might diſcover them. 
Happily a veſſel, having loſt its 


courſe, on its paſſage to the iſland 


whence Aſal had come, happened 


to coaſt along that of our Solitaries 


who accordipgly made a ſignal to 
the pilot to take them on board, 
Solomon had juſt been elected prin- 


ce of thoſe iſlanders; and his court 


was s compoſed of he moſt able 
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perſonages of the ſect to which he 
belonged. Aſal and Ebn Yokdhan 
were welcomed there with great 


marks of joy; and for the latter 
when they were informed of his 


hiſtory, they conceived a particular 


eſteem. From this reception he 


was inſpired with. the hope of re- 


forming a people ſo mild, and fo 
moderate; but when he came to talk 
to them of virtue, our Philoſopher 
had the mortification toobſerve all his 
hearers diſappear. How happy had 
he been, would they have allowed 
him the liberty of practiſing it 
- arafelf, without the neceſſity of 
returning into his own iſland. 
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Sen generally admired in all 
ages of the world, and valour has 
been as generally eſteemed its 
Principal charactereſtic; yet nothing 
is more certain than that an exceſs 


'of valburloften indices a ferociouſ- 


neſs which is the very deſtruction a 
ff 
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Haroun, however having ſem 
for Zemindar, who was yet 4 
minor, to his court, appointed 
him proper tutors to take care of 


his education, theſe were ſo well: 


choſen, and the youth poſſeſſed ſo 
happy a genius. that he quickly 


attained every deſireable accom- 
pliſhment. The deeds of heroiſm 
in particular, expanded themſelves 


in fuch a manner in his boſom, 


that by the time he was of age, he 


bade fair to. emulate the, greateſt 


of thoſe who had traced the 050. 


of glory. 


laſpiced with the higheſt; notions. 
of chis nature, he held it diſhonou- 
he; to live, a ſubject to ihe prince 
who had been made ſovereign of. 
his, kingdom, nor. could take any 


leaſure in remaining at the court. 


of the caliph, who notwithſtanding . 
all he had - to do for him, 
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Had yet diſpoſſeſſod him of — an- 
cient and heriditary right. 

For this reaſon, being reſolved, 
in other realms, to ſeek for other 
fortunes, eluding the vigilance of 
thoſe who where placed about bis. 
perſon, he quitted Bagdad one mor- 
ning alone, and rraveling through 
various countries, thought not *. N 
fixing till he came to the king- 
dom of, Golconda. | 

Bazadar reigned: there, a prince 
who, though he could not properly. 
be termed. a hero, was yet poſſeſſ— 
cd of many accompliſhments, and. 
no ſmall ſhare of good ſenſe, 
which eaſily ſhewed him the value 
he ought to fer upon his gueſt, wh 0 
arrived, juſt in time to offer his 
ſervices, when the kingdom 3 
Golconda was engaged in a ruincus 
War, 2gainf] | that of 8 Surat, in WE ich 


_ nd 3s 


O 3: the; 


52h * TERS 
r 
eee 
n Sn . Ea 7 
8 8 by Fi 1 12 * FRO 
ee 5 


l 
rn % ͤ—ͤͤk ͤ UUtnJTFH dip ,.._ * 


( 162 ) 


the king was eafily perfuaded to. 
employ him, 

| Loading Zemindar with carreſſes 
| Bazadar gave him at firſt a conſi- 
derable poſt in his army, and in 
in the end a vacancy happening, 
placed him at the head of all his 
troops, whom the illuſtrious ſtran- 
ger ſo oſten led to victory, that the 
king of Surat was obliged to accept 
a very diſadvantagious peace, and. 
the new general returned loaden 
with ſpoils, and crowned with the 
laurels of conqueſt to Golconda, 
where he appeared as amiable to 
the people as ever he had been 
terrible to the enemy; and by the 
proper diſplay that he made of 
his good qualities, was preſently 
pronounced, both by the king and 


4 | people, a great general and a Per- 
fect hero. Had Zemindar remain» 


c 1 in this ſtation, or being advan- 
ced. 
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eed above it, knew where to ſtop 


in purſuit of fame, he might real. 
ly have been one; but his ill-for- 


tune had otherwile decreed it, and 
the time was faſt approaching, 
wherein he was put to that trial, 


which his courage indeed might 


have ſurmounted but under which 
it was not fo eaſy for his heroiſm 


to ſupport itſelf. 


Bazadar, who loved him as his 


own ſon, dying, while the heir of 


his. kingdom was yet a child, had 


reſolved to confer the guardianſhip. 


of the young prince, together with 
the regency of the ſtate, upon 
Zemindar. Tor this purpoſe, he 
had firſt married him to a daughter 
of his, and afterwards, in a full 
aſſembly of the ngbles, communi- 
cated his reſolution, whioh was re. 


ceived with the greateſt applauſe. 
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As ſoon as the Eng was dead, 


* and Zemindar advanced to his new 
ar dignity, be reſolved to outdo all the 
= exploits that he had formerly at- 
3 chieved. He remembred the con- 


; duct of his father, which had loſt- 
him his own kingdom. I will 
<« not ( ſaid he to himſelf) be in- 
« dolent like Mouradin, I will 
* every day grow greater in war, 
and conſequently every day be- 
«*.come more and more a hero.“ 

The king of Surat joining him- 
ſelf to other princes, and medita- | 
ting an attack upon the dominions 
of the minor prince, ſoon gave 
Zemindar an opportunity to pus | 
his reſolves in execution. He pre- 
vented them before they could en- 
ter Golconda. Is the firſt action 


A 


| he-defeated the confederates; and 
; 1 might even then have obliged them 
1 to ſubmit to an honountble peace, 

Y C4 4 JN but: 
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(. 
but this he thought not ſufficient. - . 


He followed, and again defeated: 
them; nor did he relax till a third 


ſtand which they made, being lar- 
gely reinforced by auxiliary troops, 
obliged him to pauſe, after ſufſer- 
ing much in a country which was 
previouſly laid waſte, to prevent 
his purſuit, he at length led on his: 
troops. and in ſpite. of every diſad- 
vantage totally overthrew the ene- 
my, but not without a very great 


loſs on his fide, ſome. thouſands, of 


men being ſacriſiced in this, attack 
and many of the Principal, of the 
nobility lying dead upon the field 


battle. | KG } 


Soon afterwards the whole ling 
dom. of Syrat ſubmitted to the vice 
10x; and now: the beſt, of, Zemin - 
dar's officers, and the wileſt, of his. 
counſc}lors adviſed him to return: 
bur flighting their counſel, be reſol 
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Be: Succeeding) at firſt agginſt. the 
inſurgente, he, was guile / of the 
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made head againft his troops and 
totally defeated them. 
No fooner were theſe tidings 

known at court, than Zemindar, 
then be!1:ged in his palace, was 
made priſoner by his own guards, 

' who proclaimed the prince though 
then but fourteen years old, king, 
and nominated one of their own 
' nobles for his protector, and would 
have put the regent to death, had 
they not been reminded of his 
former ſervices, in conſideration of 
"which, they contented themſelves 
with ignominouſly expelling him 
from their capital, and baniſhing 
him from their dominions, his con- 
"fort dying for grief at this ſad re- 
vetle of fortune. 

Zemindar, poſſeſſed of fo many 

-great accompliſhments, betook 


himſelf to 4 deſert where he lan- 
guiſhed out the rcmainder of his 


dayt, 
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days, leaving behind him at hig 
death, this uſeful leſſon, That 
« an exceſs in any thing is bad 
« and that heroiſm conſiſts in ſome- 
te thing more than being intoxica- 
« ted with glory, or inſenſible to 


« danger.” 


R MAHMUT 
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3 I & T is not uncommon to 


, ORG, ; {ee fortune at variance 
with nature: we often behold in 
the meaneſt ſtations, ſouls worthy 
of a throne; and perſons in extreme 
indigence, that would haye been 
fit for enjoying the greateſt riches. 
* Among 
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Among the dancers of the pa- 
lace in the reign of Abbas the 
great, King of Perſia, was a maid, 
named Idris, whom the maſter of 
the Revels, on the report of her 
charms, had ſent for from Caſhin, - 
Her mother being of the ſame pro- 
feſſion, ſhe had followed the ſame 
way of life: but as ſhe honoura- 
bly diſtinguiſhed herſelf from her 
female companions. ſhe demon- 
ſtrated that virtue was practicable 
in every ſituation, however {lppe- 
ry or dangerous. 


Scarcely had Idris appeared on 


the theatre of the capital, but ſhe 
tound herſelf beſet by the nobility 
who ſtrove to pleaſe her by the 
ſame means that had won others 
in her ſtation. One exhauſted all 
his rhetoric in commending her 
ſhape and manner, another extol- 
led 14 form, her complexion, and 
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the regularity of her features. A 
third, to give weight to the enco- 
miums he had beſtowed on her 
voice, repeating an air he had 
heard her fing, declared his de- 


fraction to arrive at that grace 


with which ſhe gave life to the 
words. A fourth boaſting his pre- 
cifton and ſkill in dancing, exhibi- 
ted inſtantly fome of the attitudes 
he had learned of her. In fine 


each exerted his faculties and ad- 


dreſs, in order to gain the prefe- 


rence over his rivals. 

But Idris was not to be caught 
with ſuch allurements. At the pa- 
lace, at aſſemblies, in the public 
walks, and in all places the dif- 


courſe turned upon the new dan- 


cer: every one talked of her beauty 
her wit, and her engaging behavi- 
viour; and which was more than 


they had ever ſaid of any other of 


her 
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her profeſſion, they agreed in ac- 7 
knowledging her virtue. It is the. 
property of none but the moſt ex- 
alted merit to gain the reſpect and 
admiration. of young courtiers., 
Mahmut conceived a. high opinion” 
of Idris's virtue, from the extraor- 
dinary effect it Node eck upon 
others. 

Mahmut Ne among the lords of. 
the court, the ſame charate er which. 
Idris maintained among the dancers f 
of her ſex, proof 28 aint the de- 
fects of his equals and the vices 
of his ſtation. As ſoon as he began 
to appear in the world, he Became 
ſenſible of the tolly of that. noily | 
capricious giddineſs,. which moſt _ 
young people of. quality affect; and 
being happily prejudiced againſt., 
the idle life he ſaw them lead, he 
took care not to follow their exam- 


ble, While their days were: dixi- 
1 „ 
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ded 1 the toilet, the I'S 

viſits, and gaming, he ſpent the 
morning in his clofet among his 
books, or with thoſe whoſe conver- 
lation could inſtruct him. In the 
afternoon he frequented the manu- 


factories and working places about 
the palace; talked with the ableſt 


hands in the ſeveral arts, and ob- 

ſeryed with the utmoſt, attention 
how they proceeded 1 in their works, 5 
In the evening he was at the play 
or other public entertainments, 
which he enjoyed with the modera- 
tion that is ever inſeparable from | 
taſte © and diſcernment: alter 
4 which he WORE! to ſome: of the 

14 moſt brilliant ices of Hpaban, 


ö 
i as well to avoid ſingularity that 
1 would haye rendered him odious 


1 as to acquire 4 greater ſhare of the 
1 complaiſance and politeneſs which | ! 
= reign in ſuch places of reſort. 
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Mahimur's wit, and the life * bad 


made of i it, Fu Bu! him ſuperior 


to thoſe who were his equals in 


birth: and befides the advanta- 
ge of a good figure and graceful. 
air, he diſtingwſhed, himſelf no. 
leſs among them by his natural and, 
acquired talents. 


- Idris could not behold this TS 
bis perfian without emotion; ſhe 
immediately ſhunned all her im- 


portant ſuitors; and complacently 


fancying. him free from all their 
faults, ſecretly wiſhed that the 
beauty which they had ſo highly... 
extolled, might make an imprel. 


ſion on him, Her wiſhes were 
met more than half way: Mahmut 
ſoon let her know ao he loved: 
and her anſwer to his declaration 


on account of its . deſer--, 


ves remark. 


Doubtleſs: 


1 ys 


a Doubtleſs you give the name 
of love, ſaid ſhe with a ſmile, to 
that which is only an effect of your 
taſte for noyelty, I will not my 
Lord, go farther on this head: 
is your buſineſs to fix my HOVE 

ment. I will ingeniouſly confeſs, 
though it will give you an unfa- 
vourable opinion of me, if you are 
the man I take you to be, that I 
am not diſpleaſed at your prefer- 
ance. But if ever I ſee occaſion 
to alter the idea I have conceived. 
of you, hope not that I ſhall in the 
leaſt indulge my inclination, I 
» ſhall” not take it ill, if you give. 
your heart to a Woman more vir. 
tyous than I; therefore do not 
complain of your lot, if 1, diſpoſe . 
mine in fayour of any man whom _ 
I may find ſuperior i to y in vir. 
n a 
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Mahmut, ſtruck with admira- 
tion and overflowing with joy, la- 
boured to rife to ſuch a pitch as 
might oblige Idris to be conſtant to 
him. He applied himſelf with freſh 
vigour to acquire the arts and ſei- 


ences neceſſary for a man in his 


ſtation. He made it his buſineſs to 
relieve indigent" merit and unfortu- 
nate virtue. His humanity, gene- 


rofity, capacity, and modeſty, were 


equally conſpicuous; and Idris abun- 
pains. he took to pleaſe her. 

Praiſe grounded on truth, and 
coming from the mouth of ſo 
agreeable a perſon, filled the ten- 
der Mahmut's heart with joy and 
ſatisfaction, He read in the/ eyes 
of his beauteous miſtreſs how dear 
he was to her: he talked of his 
paſſion, and deſcribed its violence; 


Idris liſtened to him with pleaſure, 
"rg vowed 
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yowed ſhe would make him a juſt 
return, and thus animated to give 
her no occaſion to repent her en- 
gagement. 

In theſe overtionritinn of their 
hearts, which none but true lovers 
can know and feel, they laid open 


to each other the moſt . ſecret re- 


ceſſes of their fouls. Mahmut was 
grieved whenever he took leave of 


Idris; nor could ſhe bear his ab- 


ſence without a viſible concern, 


Between two neighbours ſo 
powerful as the grand Signior and 
the King of Perſia, there can be no 
laſting peace: a war ſoon broke 
out, and Mahmut was obliged to 
ſet out for the army. He waited 
upon Idris, to deplore with her the 
neceſſity that forced them aſunder: 
but while he laid at her feet, he 
durſt not diſcloſe all his grief: the 


fortitude of the fair one daunted 


him 


{ 179 ) 


— 


kim; he was afraid of leſſening 
himſelf in her eſteem, by diſcover- 


ing his weakneſs. Idris perceived 
the conflit in his breaſt, and 
loved h m for it ſtill more inten- 
tly. 

Mahmut had not been gone 2 
month when he gave way to his 
d-fire of an interview with Idris. 
He ſlipped away; privately from the 
army, and with the ſwiftneſs of a 
lover, he was at the gates of Iſpa- 
han before they miſſed him in the 
camp. Alighting at the houſe of 
one of his old ſervants, he diſguiſed 


himſelf in the apparel of a peaſant 
that he might not be known in the 


city; and, impatient of an interview 
with his Idris, he flew to her 
houſe. 

The charming tha) was. fitting 
at her balcony,” as Mahmut was 


adyancing, and knew him natwith- 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding his diſguiſe. Grieved to 
ſee him thus neglect his glory and 
his duty, ſhe ran directly to her 
cloſet, charging her ſlave to admit 
no viſitor whatever. She melted 
into tears at the weakneſs of her 
lover; but ſoon recovered herſelf, 
5 wrote him the following bil- 
et. 


IDRIS t the PEASANT 


« Friend, I know that thou are 
to be forthwith at the army. Call 
| Mahmut, and tell him from 
me, that I defire him to remember 
the conditions on which the heart 
of Idris is to be fecured,” 


Mahmut was too much confoun- 
ded with this rebuke, to aſk any 
queſtions of the ſlave that deliver- 
ed it. He went back to his do- 
meſtic s houſe, to put off his diſ- 

guiſe 


guiſe; and fluctuating between ad. 1 
miration, grief and fear, he repair- 
ed again to the army with as 1 
much haſte as he had travelled up 
to Iſpahan. | 
His chief ſtudy being to make 
amends for the fault he had com- 
mitted, he behaved the reſt of the 
campaign with ſo much ardor, bra- 
very, and conduct, that he was 
deſervedly ptomoted to a higher 
poſt, which the King conferred on 
him with the moſt honourable eu- 
logies at the head of the army. 
Idris wrote him a congratulatory 
letter on his promotion, in which 
without mentioning his weakneſs, 
ſhe gave him to underſtand that 
ſhe had forgiven him. 
Mahmut, tranſported with joy, 
haſtened back to Iſpahan as ſoon 
as the army was ordered into 
winter quarters; and liſtening to 
8 no” 
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no other conſiderations but his eſ- 
teem for the virtuous girl, he en- 
treated her to compleat his happi- 
neſs in becoming his wife. Your 
wife, my Lord! anſwered Idris, 


| with a kind of ſurprize mixed with 
| indignation: what! would Mahmut 

1 forget himſelf ſo far? in diſpoſing 

3 of your heart, you may indeed 


conſult nothing but your inclination 
but when the queſtion is to chooſe 
a partner in your dignity and for- 
tune, you are accountable to thoſe 
of whom you hold both. I that 
am ready to ſacrifice my life, were 
it neceſſary, to preſerve your glory 


ſhall not be inſtrumental myſelf in | 
[| ſullying it. | 
1 Sentiments like theſe made the i 
„ paſſionate Mahmut only more 
"hi preſſing. What are thoſe things, L 
4 ſaid he, which create ſo great a 
1 diſparity between us; An inſtant | 
1 ? may 


(%% 


may deprive me of them: but the 

dowry which you bring, charm- 

ing Idris, is a bleſſing that 

depends not on men nor fortune. 

In uttering, theſe words, his coun-- 
tenance began to be clouded” with 

| grief: and - freſh denials almoſt 

drove him to, deſpair, he was even 

mad enough to reſolve upon deattr . 
if ſhe denied his requeſt. The 

maid wavering WE tender 

paſſion, and her concern for the 
glory of her lover, ſoon reſolved to- 
remove thoſe obſtacles to her Mah- 
mut's glory, at the expence which 
was moſt dear to Her. Wrapping; 
herſelf up therefore in a long man- 
tle, ſhe left her houſe in the duſk- 
of the evening, and went to ell 
herſelf to a dealer in flaves;. after 
which ſhe wrote the following; 
letter to Mahmut. | 


184 2 
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« You have not judged me un- 


worthy to be your wife, and 1 


have the deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude 
for this ſignal teftimony of your 


eſtecm. I think my heart and ſen- 


timents would not have difgra- 
ced that honourable quality: but. 
what would your relations? what 


would all Perſia ſay, whoſe eyes 


ane upon you, and who ſee nothing 
in me, but the mean profeſſion I 
was bred to! I allow that in one 
moment you may be deprived of 
every thing that makes the diſpa- 
rity between us; but if ever you 
ſhould be borne down by adverſe 
fortune, the Whole world would Be 
ready to acknowledge the injuſtice, 
and to pity and admire you. You 
love Idris: You are refolved to 


dic, if ſhe does. uot make herſelf 


yours: 


1 | 
yours; come then and take her 
out of the houſe of the maſter, to 


whom ſhe has fold herſelf, in order 


that yourſelf become lier maſter. 
She is not qualified to be your wife: 
take her then as your ſlave.” 

This letter happened to be de- 
hvered to the Young Lord when in 
preſence of the Grand Sophi. 
The great monarch obſerving his- 
looks as he read, and perceiving, 

that he trembled, requeſted. to ſce 
its contents, in which Mahmut 
obeying him, he was ſurpriſed with 
her exalted virtue, he ordered her 
to be brought before him. and 
ſtruck with her beauty could not. 
help repreſſing a ſigh. 

of all the treaſures, cried he, 
L ever gave, away that which I 
* now preſent Mahmut is the 
*: 'greateſt;, take her young man 


8 3 continued. 


_ K p —. — 


r 


ö 
* 


1 
7 
75 
4 
'T 
fi 


— 


; 
| 
| 
| 


——— ̃ — ——— mU— ⅛¾⅛c 


- 


— — — . — — — — — 
n N 


, 1 Y 
C Y * 
I; - \ 1 by * I i ;* PF 
2 ef * FREY CESS, 
25 "ha 1 2 
4 n n 
1 2 
2 = £ 


El 


(48 


continued he, and all the nobi- 
* lity and the fortune that 1 can 
* beſtow upon you, ſhall not be 
« wanting to compleat your mu- 
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0 oy RE Belleville: was. 
r ſoldier of fortune; the 
younger ſon of a younger branch 
of a great and reſpectable family; 
but his ſword was his patrimony; 
and having entefed early intò the 
Profeſſion of arms for a maintenan- 
ce, he purſued it with that” enthus 
ſiaſtie ſpirit of honour, which is 
dictated by the ooafideratians: 'of 
family ade, the hope of * 
robe dne 


3 0 a; C =» 
1 1 * 1 
— LC 1 oo 
Ye _ = { 4 
. Y x "oe 
1 i Ty A'S 7 * £4 wn 
Fl 1 6 
1 9 In * 1 . 


1188) 


the dread of diſgrace, and the moſt 
ardent love of glory, and of his 
country. CE 
He married too like a ſoldier; 
intereſt 15. no part of his com- 
poſition. He ' ſaw and admired 
his Emma; T formed an acquain- 
tance with her; and found her 
mind the counterpart of her per- 
ſon: young, handſome, and gallant, 
he met with no difficulty in inſpi- 
ring mutual regard, or obtaining 
the conſent of her father, à vene- 
rable 6 aabeachogd; Gs 
gyman. un | 
' Happineſs is a nend to 
fortune or condition: the amiable 
couple loved, and love ſupplied: all 
deficiences. - Love reftrained the 
gaiety of Mr. Bellvile's diſpoſition ; 
and taught his amiable. partner the 


teen N to Mr ex- 


pences, 
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pences which were to.be bounded 
by the pay of a lieutenant of foot, 
Nor did the increaſe of their. 
mily, | for Heaven bleſſed them 
with a female infant within the firſt 
year after their marriage] add to 
their difficulties; it ſerved only to 
augment the attention of the father 
and the eircumſpection of the mo- 
ther; and they rejoiced in the par- 
ticipation of their ſcanty poſſeſſions, 
with the offspring of love, the pled- 
ge of the tendreſt affection. 
In the care and ſuperintendance 
of their darling daughter, did their 
? years roll on in peacable and hum- 
ble content. If they heaved a figh, 
it was for their Miranda's future 
wellfare; if they breathed à with it 
was to fee her placed, in a ſituation 
which might guard her againft the 
attacks of poverty, and the deſigns 


of iniquity; from the former they 
Were 


= 


6 


A 


C3 
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were aware beauty and accompliſh- 
ments would prove no ſhield; and 


they trembled when they refleQ- 
ed, that they might prove die moſt 


" powerfull incitements to the lat-- 


g ter. 


The ſweets of life are not to be 


enjoyed without it's accompanying 


embitterments. Theſe diſquietudes 
were augmented by a circumſtance 
b unexpected as it was alatwing: 
© they were in a moment "ro to. 
be torn from each cher arms; or 
_ to purchaſe a continuance of A. 
- Joys they had experienced i in teen 
Vears ſociety, by incurring an ex- 
Penee they were unable to ſupport 


and riſquing dangers and difficul- 


ties Which female delicacy is little 


calculated to encounter. The re- 
Siment in which Mr. Bellvile ſer- 


ved, received ordert to embark for 


America 
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America in tranſports already preps | 


red for their reception. 


On the communication of this in. 
telligence, ſo ſubverfive- of their 


little plans of economy and felicity, 


Mrs. Bc=llviI'e earneftly intreated, 
that ſhe and her daughter might 
be the companions of his voyage: 


ſhe enumerated in the moſt lively 


and affectionate terms, all the ad- 
vantages that might be derived 


from their little family together; 


and ſhe diſplayed, in all the elo- 
quence of feeling grief, the horrors 


that muſt await her and her daugh-- 


ter at the moment of them ham 


tion. 


No arguments were neceſſary to 


convince him that what he wiſhed 
muſt be right: he folded his Emma 


and his Marinda to his boſom; and 


whilſt he wept over the diſtreſſes 
to which all he held dear might be 
expoſed 


8 
— —— — 
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expoſed, 4 ſmile of approbation 
burſt through the manly cloud, 
and he exulted in ſuch a wife and 
ſuch a daughter. 

All the difficulties which the 
narrowneſs of their finances ſug- 
geſted were obviated by a thouſand 
arrangements, the ingenious devi- 
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| ces of love; and the command of 
i a company, which was conferred 
1 on Mr. Bellyile before the embar- 
= kation, relieved them from no o- 
3 ther anxicty than what concerned 
2 future proviſion for their Miran- 
2x Few events differing enough from 


the common occurrences of life tobe 
worth recording, happened either 
in the courſe of their voyage, or 
on their arrival at Boſton; except 
that the aſſiduities of a young of- 
ficer of another regiment, who ac- 


companied them in the ſame tranſ- 
port 


( 193 3 


port, ſeemed to have made ſome 
rmpreffivn on the heart of the 
gentle Miranda; who liſtened to 
tales of love, ſanctioned by the ap- 
probation of her parents, and figh- 
ed out her oven confeſſion in ftrains 
of artleſs and irrefiſtible harmony. 

Mr. Monſon was formed on the 
model which Capt. Belville had in 
in idea fixed on for the huſhand of 
his Miranda. His manners were 
as mild as his foul was brave: he 
carried command in one hand, and 
affection in the other; and his or- 
ders were obeyed with that min- 
gled fear and love, with which in- 
feriors in every ſtation look up to 
thoſe who neither exert their pow- 
ers in tyranny, nor ſuffer them to 
fall inte contempt by imprudent 
and ill-timed indulgence. To the 
qualifications of a Soldier, he ad- 


6 3 died 
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ded thoſe which moſt highly adorn 
private life: he was lively yet ſtea- 1 


dy; generous without profuſion; 

and, if his expences ever exceeded 

the ſtricteſt limits of prudence, the | 
exceſs might be attributed to ſome F 
acts of benevolence, to which his 

heart and purſe were always 

equally open. Nor was his income 

limited: for he was the only ſon ; 
of a. gentleman of fortune, who | 
had indulged his propenſity to arms ; 
at the expence of the moſt acute 

and agonizing ſenſatians; and who 5 
with a parental affection 8 lauda- | 
ble as it is uncommon, . ſubjected | 
him to no reſtrictions but in the 

the choice of a wife and in this 

grand object of che happineſs of his 

life, had only enjoined him to confi- 

der birth education and virtue, asthe 
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„ 
valuable poſſeſſion ſhe could beſtow 


on him. 5 
But both Captain Bellville an 
Mr. Monſon, were too regardful 
of decency and propriety to haſten 
an event of ſo much importance, 


till the father of the young gen- 


tleman had been acquainted with 
the attachment; and letters from 
Mr. Bellville and the loyer, were 
prepared to be diſpatched by the 
firſt ſhips which ſhould fail for 
Europe: and the young foldier 
conquered his impatience, by the 
foggeſtions of conſcious dignity and 
rectitude in this difcharge of his 
filial duty. 

But, 'alas! the preeautions were 
foon rendered fruitlefs, by events 
which diffolved the bands of affec- 
tion; rent afunder the ties of mu- 
tual love; darkened the faireſt 


T'2 proſpects 


proſpects of future happineſs; and 
mvolved in a gloom, apparently 
evetlaſting, connubial j Joys, prefent 
and promited! 

On that day which will ever 
be marked with, horror in the re- 
membrance of thoſe who feel for 
their country; and which will never 
revolve without renewing the moſt 
acute anguiſh. in the boſoms of 
thoſe. whoſe fathers, huſbands, bro- 
thers, and relatives, ſuffered in the 
dreadful conflia!. in that day, 
hos ike winch af Honker's Fill 
occaſioned a carnage which thin« 
ned the Britiſh ranks, and laid her 
heroes in the duſt? Capt. Bellville 
and Mr. Monſon, ſtood foremoſt in 
the bloody conteſt: accident had 


FF — 


placed them in the ſame brigade, 
and. they fought and fell together; 
the body of the young officer 
being carried off by the Americans, 


and 
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and the mortally wounded captath 


conveyed to the habitation of his 


wretched wife and davghter! 

To attempt the deſcription of 
ſuch a ſcene, would require a pen 
mſpired-by Pity herfelf: let thoſe 
who wiſh to paint it, figure to 


themſelves'a brave officer, unſtain- 


ed by a ſingle act in life which he 
could poſſibly recollect with regret 
expiring of wounds received ifi the 
fervice of his country and with all 
the dignity of virtue, adminiſtering 
Sonfolation to the objects of his 
lateſt affeQion let themirepreſent 


the wife ſinking under the load of 
accumulated woe, on the boſom of 


the dying poſſeſſor of her heart 


and calling back his fleeting» ſpi-" 
rits to guard her againſt ging way 
to the impulſes of grief, and the 
impreſſion of deſpair! let them 


mme youth, beauty, andwirtue, 
1 labbed: 
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ſtabbed with a double blow; and 
bereft in one moment, of a father 
unequalled in affection, of a lover 
unrivalled in fidelity, exclaiming 
by turns for each, and with all the 
frenzy of inarticulate rage, arraig- 
ning the juſtice of Heaven, and 
the villainy of man! And if they 
defire to revel in all the luxuries 
of woe, let them attend to the 
heartpiercing ſtriek, which anoun- 
ced the departure of the brave, the 
regretted Bellville. 

We ſhall not follow the unfortu- 
nate mourners though the various 
progreſſes of grief, from keen and 
piercing angviſh, to ſilent and cor- 
roding melancholy; in the laſt ſtate 


they embarked for England; after 


having received every attention 
which the governor and garrifon 
could offer, as a tribute to the me- 


mory of the deceaſed, and to the 
Virtues 


ſ 
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virtues and excellences of the ſur- 


vivors. 

On their arrival in England, the 
caſe being made known to their 
gracious and benevolent ſovereign, 
they were ſoon relieved by his 
bounty from the apprehenfion of 
indigence; and, a penſion granted 


to the mother, and continued to 
the daughter in caſe of her death, 


they retired to a village very re- 


mote from rhe metropolis, and 


rendered deſirable to them by it's 
being the refidence of a maiden 
fiſter of Captain Bellyille, who 
poſſoſſed a confiderable portion of 
the virtues of her brother, and an 
affection for her niece which could 


only be exceeded by that of her 


mother. . NA 
As the fortunes of this lady, 
though large enough to gratify 
her wiſhes, were limited, ſhe "ag 
he 
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the widow agreed to join their 


narrow incomes, and as Miranda 
was their mutual care, ſo it Was 
the earneſt wiſh of the aunt, that 
ſhe might be accommodated at 


their mutual expence; and they en- 


tered on their little plan with the 
moſt affectionate intentions of ren- 
dering it as agreeable and com- 
fortable to each other, -as the na- 
ture of a fituation in which they 
each felt, though in differeat de- 
grees, the pangs of ſoſtened bur 
unabated grief, would admit. 

But as no retirement will con- 
ceal'the charms of beauty, nor any 
circle however confined, prevent 


the fame of accompliſhments from 


ſpreading beyond its limits; Mr. 
Maxwell 2 neighbouring gentle- 
man of fortune and character, 
Was ſoon captivated with the re- 
ports of Miranda's excellences, and. 

2 AS 


as he was 'a widower not much 


paſt the prime of life, and had yet 
an inclination again to wear the 
filken chains of matrimony he 
determined to viſit the fair; and if 
he found her worthy his heart, 
to offer his hand; an. offer which 
he doubted: por” wankd be accept 
ed, as . his. perſon was. far from 
being diſagreeable, his manners 
poliſhed ; and elegant, his: charac- 
ter unexceptionable, and his for- 
tune very far above. anꝝ expecta 
tions. which h indigenoe mn 
form. 8 

To 2. man of Mr. Maxwell's con- 
ſequence, few excuſes 'were neceſ- 
ſary for à liberty, which however 
improper among people of equal 
fortunes, cuſtom has unworthily 
commiſſioned the poſſeſſors of 
wealth to take, with thoſe whoſe 


ſituations: j in-life are leſs eminently 
a favoured 
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favoured by the ſmiles of the 
blind and undiſtinguiſhing god- 
deſs. 

But Mr. Maxwell was not of a 
difpo fition to avail himſelf of this 
Unrice ſuperiority; he languiſh- 
ed for a proper introduction, and 
ſuffered all the pains of impatience 
till accident threw in his way the 
gratification of his wiſhes. The 
houſe which the ladies inhabited 


was advertiſed for fale; and under 


pretence of an intention. to pur- 
chafe, he obtained permiſſion, in 
conſequence of a proper requeſt, 
ro inſpect it on a particular day, 
which at his inſtance had been 
named by the fair tenants. 

On that day, Mr. Maxwell 
haftened to the village, and in the 


carlieſt moment that had been 


mentioned he alighted at Mrs. 
Belleville's door, not without the 
| moſt 
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moſt flattering expectations that 
the politeneſs of the ladies would 
prove inftrumental to the attain- 
ment of the only object he had in 
view | 

Nor, were his hopes diſappointed; 
after he had viewed the houſe and 
gardens with an air of an intended 
purchaſer, the refreſhment of tea 
was propoſed to him, and being 
accepted without hefitation, he was 
introduced to the fair, the amia- 
ble, the ſtill mourning Miranda. 

Prepared by the univerſal voice 
to admire, love was the immedia- 
te conſequence of a viſit, which he 
requeſted leave to repeat in terms 
with which civility could not re- 
fuſe to comply: and à very few 


days confirmed Mr Maxwell, the 


ardent, and the Wan lover of 
W | 1 g ? 
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But her heart was ; All engaged, 
nor could ſhe abandon even an 
hopeleſs paſſion; the wiſhed to 
indulge her regrets 'through - life, 
and was averle to every propofiti- 
on which tended to turn the edge 
of her melancholy, and the moſt 
of thoſe which offered à new ob- 


ject for her affections. 


Yet the character, the fortune, 
the unobjeRionable perfon of Mr. 
Maxwell, were urged to her by 
het only friends, with ſuch energy 
but mildneſs of perfwafion, that 
enforced by the erte of 


her admirer, that he hoped not to 
inſpire her with love, but to enga- 


ge her friendſhip; and an opinion 


that in accepting the hand of 2 
man advanced in years, ſhe offers 
ed leſs violence to her former en- 


gagement, than if ſhe yielded to 


the ſolicitations of a young and 
pleaſing 


( 205 } 


plealing lover; ſhe was prevailed 
on to promiſe Mr. Maxwell the 
accompliſhment of his wiſhes; 
and 4 day, at no very conſiderable 
diſtance, was named for the com- 
pletion of his happineſs. 

The ncceſſary preparations now 
engaged the attention of Mr, Max. 
well and the two matron ladies; 
whilſt Miranda, like a ſacrifice 
adorned with garlands for the 
altar, paſſively yielded to the aſ- 
ſiduities of her friends, and ſuffered 
the ornaments. of her perſon, and. 
the intended proviſions of ſettle- 
ment, to be adjuſted, - without, in 
tertering in the management, or 
participating: in the reſult.ſ 

But a very few mornings beforg. 
the appointed day, when che in- 
tended nuptials were to take place 
as Miranda was at breakfaſt; with 
her mother and aunt, a ſervant 
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ut into her hands a letter, which 
eing known by the ſoperſeription 
o be from Mr. Maxwell, ſhe im- 
nediately delivered it to Mrs. 
zellville, who, to the utter aſto- 
uſhment of both her auditors, 


ead aloud ihe- contents of it as 
ollows. _. 


| Mavam, 


That your heart is not at all in- 
tereſted in the intended event, you 
have with the candour, which ren- 
ders your charadter the object of 
univerſal admiration, frequently 
acknowledged to me; you will not 
therefore even wiſh to receive an 
apology for my releaſing you from 
an unfuitable engagement: but as 
my heart- ſtill holds you dear, and 


your virtues and beauties will ever 


poflcls my mind with unalterable 
regard 
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regard ſo I think it my duty to ex 
plain te you, the motives by whict 
I am influenced, in a conduct b» 
which however cenſurable it ma- 
appear in the public eye, will, Ian 
perſuaded, find a full juſtificatior 
in your goodneſs of heart, and i. 


the ſenſibility of your worthy re- 
lations, 


My long loſt ſon! my ſon who 
had for years reſigned to Heaven, 
is reſtored to me; and Providence 
which has beſtowed on me this 
conſumation of unexpected happineſs 
will not permit me to add to it 2 
with which concerns myſelf. 
But I have another explanation 
to make, in which T am to beſpeak 
your forgiveneſs for an mpocttda, 
which, however innocent with reſ- 
pect to myſelf, I muſt confeſs" to 
have been rather improper with 


| regard to you. 
| U2, My 
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Aly real name is not Maxell, 
which I aſſumed upon the ſuppoſed 
death of my fon, when I retired 
trom-my utval. place of reſidence, 
in a diſtant part of the kingdom. 
to avoid the importunities of ſome 
worthleſs and diſagreeable relations 
and this ſecret I entruſted to only 


one friend in the metropolis, from 
hom my ſon procured directions 
to his concealed and almoſt forgot- 


ten father. : 
It is at the particular inſtance of 


this ſon, that 1 take the liberty to 


incloſe an order. on my Banker for 


. three thouſand pounds, which I in- 


treat you to accept as a ſmall tri- 


bute of my gratitude, for your in- 


tended goodneſs. to him; who, till 


he has the honour to diſcloſe to 
vou in perſon his real name, begs 


lcave 


TSS; 
no EIS 


(8 200 ) 
leave to ſybfcribe himſelf Madam. 


Your moſt deyoyed, obliged, and 


dedlem 5 


£ \ 
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LN pe Maxwell. 
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P. 8. Let mae intreat you to ſuf- 
fer me to introduce my ſon to. 


you in the courſe of our morning's. 
ride. 


Before the three ladies could re- 
cover from their ſurprize which 
this extraordinary. epiſtle had occa- 
fioned, the arrival of Mr. Max- 
well, and another gentleman was 
anounced: and as the former enter, 
ed. the room: he preſented his ſon 
to Hiranda; who, having uttered 
the words, My Monſon!” fell 


motionleſs into the arms of his 
father. 
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be concluſion of che ſtory is 


obvious. 
of his ſon in higher eſtimation than 


1 own happineſs, could have no 


objection to a match which Heaven 
itſelf had ordained: and where 
worth; honour, beauty, virtue, and 
fortune, are united, happineſs 


- maſt he the ſure, the conſtant at- 


iendant. " 3 10 
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4 G Jonas WILLIAMS was 
Dre the ſecond fon of a gentle- 
man of fortune in Nothamptonſhi- 
re, and promiſed, from his earlieſt 
years, to be 2 comfort to his pa- 
rents and an ornament to 'Sociery. 

Having ftudied/ſome years àt Gx 
ford; : he by the advice of ſome 
friends 
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friends, and with the concurrence 
of his father, took chambers in 
the Temple, his inclinations lead- 
ing him to the bar. 

George Williams had one of 
the tendereſt and moſt bencvolent 
hearts that ever warmed the breaſt 
of man. A generofity and a great- 
neſs of ſoul which appeared in his 
every action gained him univerſal 
eſteem. To know him was to love 
him; and ſo perfect a ſtranger was 

"he to duplicity, that to be but a 
few hours in his company, was to 
know him; at leaſt to know the 
worſt of bing: for every day ſhew- 
ed his. friends ſome quality thar 
before had not ſtruck them. 

George was particularly diſtin- 
guiſhed by a delicate ſenſibility, 
which ſhewed. itſelf on many oc 
caſions. At the recital of a tale 
of woe, he bad A tear cver ready, 
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nor was he ever deaf to the cry 
of poverty or diſtreſs. By him 


the moiſt cheek of ſorrow has 
often been dried! the naked have 
often been clothed, and the hun- 


gry often fed by him. In ſhort 
Williams was à character wherein 
predominated thoſe fine feelings 
of the ſoul; thoſe ſweet amiable- 
' nefſes, that dignify human nature 


and ftimulate us to the Hobleſt 


- ations, | 


George nevertheleſs RAY Bis 


weakneſſet; for who are without ? 
That very warmth of heart, which 


rendered him ſo amiable, expoſed 


him to much "unhappineſs, © His 


complexion was amorous; | his 


paſtions violent. During his re- 
fidence at Oxford, George had 
made two or three falſe ſteps with 
thoſe ladies of eaſy virtue, who 


ire every where to be met With. 


Theſe 
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'" Theſe deviations were as certainly 
followed by repentance, and a re- 
ſolution never again to offend. 

Tell me, ye philoſophers! you 
who pretend to have. explored the 
moſt intricate mazes of the human 
mind! how is it, that in nature: 
ſo replete with the nobleſt ſenti- 
ments, ſo full of every virtue 23 
was George Williams, how is it 
II ſay, that, even in them there 


is at times. a ſomething that in- 
ſpires an inclination to ſwerve from 
virtue? But this queſtion perhaps 


is thut anſwered They are mor- 


tal. Example and the warmth 
; of 88 ſometimes. hurried 


Williams out of the road of vir- 
tue, without allowing! him time to 


| thinks; but his heart never joined 


in- the fin; As he was much upon 
his guard, againſt the violence of 


his Pong, and left nothing un- 
attempted, 
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attempted that was likely to ſubs ! 
due them, there is reaſon to hope 
that the angel who notes theſe de- 
viations of mortals, mereifully de- 
clined reporting all thoſe of this 
hapleſs youth: 
Put to return: ſuch à man 1 was; 
Mr. Williams, when he entered 
himſelf a member of the ſociety 
of the middle Temple. He pro- 
ſecuted his ſtudies with great avi- 
dity during the winter; and in 
the ſummer, that à ſedentary life 
might not injure his health, he 
accompained 2 friend er h to 
Souhampton. 

The firſt ball nicht; Croke 1 
his friend made their appearance; 
in the rooms. While they were 
ſauntering careleſly about the ball 
room, George felt ſomething under 
his foot, which, on taking up, he 
found to be a very fine car-ring 


He 
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He luckily had done it no damage 
by treading on it. His buſineis 
was to ſind out the owner of the 


, jewel. He looked round the 


room, . examining carefully every 
lady, and at laſt found one lady 
with but one ear-ring. 

| He had then only a fide view of 
her face; but willing to ſee the 
Whole of it before he preſented 
the jewel, he walked to the fide of 
the room oppoſite to her and thence 
beheld one of the moſt engaging 
faces that ever graced 2 ball-room, 
This lady's name was]Johoſon, who 
with her mother, had arrived that, 
day at Southamton. Sophia Johnſon 
was, at that time in her twentieth: 
year, above the middle ſize, and 
moſt elegantly ſhaped. Her face 
was truly beautiful, but her man- 
ner was bewitching beyond con- 


Cepiion. 
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Eaſe, gracefulneſs, and affability 
were. viſible in her every motion; 
and through a pair of lovely blue 
rd. was ſeen a ſoul fraught with 

every zmiableneſt. The bewit- 
chiag ſmile of n innocence 
. that, animated her fine features, 
had. ſuch an effect on Mr. Wil- 
liamt, as in à manner to rivet him 
to. that ſpot where firſt he opened 
his eyes to the fig ight of ſo many 
beauties. There it is uncertain how 
long hs, might have remained, 
had. not his friend joined him zuſt 5 
as the muſick ſtruck up for the mi- 
n scts. | 

George acquainted him with the 
gitcumſtance of the earcring; point 
. out to him the lady to whom 

he thought 1 it. belonged; and com- 
; poſing himſelf- 48 much. ; 28 his pal- 
Pitatione would admit of, he made 


. to the th one, and. preſented 
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it. afking if it did not belong to ket, 
Sophia coloured exceſſively on being 
addrefled by a gentleman: {ty 
whom ſhe was an utter ſtranger; 
and ſecing her ear-ring in his hand 
increaſed her confuſion, as ſhe re- 
flected on the odd appearance ſhe 
muſt have made without it- She 
thanked him, however, in very 
polite terms, as did her mother; 
and they entered into converſation 
v»uhich laſted till the minuets were 
drawing to à cloſe, When George 
took courage, and begged the ho- 
nour of dancing 2 minuet with 
the young lady. 
She gave him her land: He led 
her into the circle: and à handſom- 
er couple had not appeared at 
Southampton for ſome time. Both 
of them alſo danced incomparably 
well. They mutually felt an in- 
clination to pleaſe each other; and 


they 


6 
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they ſucceeded accordingly. He 
leck her to her plage amidſt mur- 
murs of applauſe; and the lady ha- 
ving no gther engagement, they 
Joingd,. i in the country dances, till 
Mrs. Johnſon lignified an inclination 
1Hretire., Mr. Williams waited on 
the ladies to their lodgings; when 
Mrs. Johnſon, after thanking him 
for his politeneſs to her 5 oa 


invited him to,. breakfaſt with them 
the next morning. ; | 
n During the country 4 the 


old lady had made ſome enquiries 


concerning George's s character and 


found him to be the ſon of an ac- 
quaintance of hers, which juſtified 
her ſeeking a farther intimacy with 


bim. Thus by 2 moſt trifling ac- 
cident, did two amiable people be- 


come acquainted, who ſeemed to 


bave been formed for each other. 


George loved WO the moment he 
D beheld 
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the bewiftehing Paſſion. 
atom of his Falle was? Fond to 
| acknowledge the power of dis här 
ming Sophia -was impregnated with 
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bebeld the amiable Sophia; ® for 
was ſhe leſs ſenſible of his attrac- 
tions. The tender, lovely Sophia 
hitherto a ſtranger to the ſenſations 
of love; could not, by any means 
account fot the recti ks. tr 
paſſed. a | 
"She fi hed but ſhe knew not wh. 
She felt 4 painful kind of delight 
that was quite new to her. She 
looked forward to the next mor- 
Ning” WH a Mixture ef fear land 
Jo. n Fine Sophia Was in low; 
but "ſhe knew it not. George bad 
to the full as ſleepleſs a night: wa 
Was not fuck: F HEE] 
Nang $'of the” heart ast the- Reps 
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his very foul was full of it. 
Every generous” principle was 


rouſed in him; every noble ſenti. 


ment f ſtrong proofs of 


his being inſpired with the [ Belle 


Paſſion. |] All the virtues that ever 


attend a pure love!——=George was 
at firſt ſtruck with Sophia's ee 


but the beauties of her mind which 


ſhone forth in the converſation 
they had in the rooms, ene 


him, hers for erer. 
He burned With that odd of 


paſſion that we may ſuppoſe an 
object, every way ſo amiable as 80- 


phia capable of inſpiring. The 
next morning added much to the 


happineſs of this amiable pair- 


A fimilarity of ſentiment ſoon 
brought them acquainted with the 
ſtrate of each others hearts. + As 
their ſouls were congenial, and | as 


the fame ſenſations filled the breaſts 
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Both, many days did not paſs away- 
before they came to an eclairciſſe- 
ment. 

The gentle Sophia tremblingly, 
but with pleaſure, heard the ami- 
able Williams pour out his  love- 
fraught ſoul to her. She more than 
loved him! ſhe at length bluſhing, 


. confeſſed a paſſion. equally fervent. 


In ſhort they only wanted the 


| conſent of their parents, and the 


ſanction of the church, to make 
them perfectly, exquiſitely . happy 
Miſs Johnfon had but a ſmall fortu- 
ne, and George depended ſolely on 
his father. Having acquainted 
Mrs. Johnſon with the ſituation of 
their hearts, ſhe anſwered, That 
her daughter's happineſs was what 


ſhe had: moſt at heart, and that 


any choice of Sophia's would be 
ſure to meet w:th her approbation, 


as ſhe was certain ſhe never would 


encourage 


6 


encourage the addreſſes of à man 
who did not appear deſerving, and 
whom ſhe did not really love. 

She than acquainted Williams with 
her own and her daughter's ſitu- 
ation as to fortune, and nid him 
to fulfil the duty he owed his fa. 
ther, by acquainting him immedi- 
ately with his attachment to So- 
phia. George accordingly wrote 
to that gentleman, and had an an- 
ſwer by the return of the poſt, aſ- 
ſuring him, that he loved his. fon 
too well to think of thwarting his 
_ inclinations in an affair ſo ſerious 
as that of marriage: that he was no 
. ſtranger to the characters of Mrs. 
and Miſs Johnſon, whom he look- 
ed up to with the higheſt venera- 
tion, as perſons of uncommon 
worth, and fincerely hoped to fee 
George one day united to the love. 
: ty Sophia. But as he he was ſtill 
very” 
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very young. and had the moſt 
difficult and moſt laborious part 
of his ſtudies yet to go through, 
he begged he might be allowed 
to adviſe him to poſtpone his mar- 
riage till he ſhould be called to 
the bar; and then he might de- 
pend upon every aſſiſtance from 
him that his fortune would enable 
him to give. Te 

Hie corfcluded with preſenting 
his reſpects to the ladies, ſoliciting 
2 place in their oſteem, and requeſt- 
ing them to favour him with their 
company in Northamptonſhire, be- 
fore the winter deprived the coun- 
try of its beauties My feeble pen 
is incapable of deſcribing the de- 
licious ſenſations that filled the 
breaſt of Williams, when he had 
read this truly affectionate letter 
His gratitude almoſt choaked him, 


He ran immediately to the lodging 
| of 


(de 
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of . \fotiafon, Sophia was e 
ne. George could not ſpeakt, + 
He kiſſed the leiter with the: ut- 
moſt eagerneſs, | and preſented it 
to Sophia; the tears of gratitude 
and affection glittering in his eye. 
She was alatmed, and heſitated 
about opening the letter, tillaa fin- 
le from him dfipated; her feare. 
The contents made; her mingle her 
- tears of delight. y with, his. In this 
-fauation;\frs. Johnſon found them. 
She, 499, Joi ined her tears, of „ ples 
i ſyre and, delight. Charming ſen- 
ſihility! thou ſweeteſt: and maſt 
. amizble charaQeriſtic of human. na- 
ture, mine let me, ever call, thee, 
L that, ſo. IH may always baye'a ſmile 


for the happy, and a tear for! the 
- G&ftrefied, * 


Gy LE My children? , cried the good 
Mrs. Johnſon, catching them both 


$771 W744 


in her arms, © what gratitu e is 
due 


1 
« due to iP good man, whoſe 
„ heart dictated ſo: affectionate | a 
« letter, Let bs behaxe ſd 26 0 
deſerve iche hupþineſfs we now 
„experience, let us reſolve 5 
«© plicitly to follow his advice.“ 
ITphe young couple were 1 
Able of tha goodneſs of old Mr. 
-Williams,. and of the prudent adyt- 
ce contained in his letter, not to 
comply with this requeſt. George 
wrote a dutiful and gratefull fan- 
ſwer to his father; and! after ſpend- 
ing a few more happy. 1 weeks at 
Southampton, they joined | old 
Mr. Williams at his ſent in North- 
amptonſhire, where bey were re- 
*ceiyed and treated as they expect- 
ed, with the utmoſt Serie and 
affection a a 
Ihe time at lat Ac bn 
; George. was to ſuffer an, abſence of 
; ome. months from bit Sophia. It 
1155 : unavdidable 


9 & 
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wat unavoidable. They parted as 
ſuch lovers uſually part. There 
Was ſigh for | figh, and tear for 
tear. They made mutual vows of 
conſtancy, and promiſed themſclves 
much comfort in epiſtolary 0 un 
e ee e! q Unt 
George ſtuck $8 to his; Rudies 
and had the pleaſure of writing to 
and hearing from his Sophia eyery 
. week. Notwithſtanding George's 
heart was wholly Sophia's and that 
heart was full of tenderneſe and 
ſentiment; yet he one night Was 
led away by ſenſuality. A compa- 
ny of young templers got him to) a 
- bagnio. There for one quarter 
of an hour his virtue nodded; his 
love abſolutely ſlept, and during 
that ſhort interval he totally forgot 
his Sophia. What were his ſenſa- 
tions when he recovered from that 


© 7F „ 


alſſumber of reaſon, and ſentiment? 
He 


He was like one diſtracted. He 
left the place with precipitation, 
and flow to his chambers, Where 
he ſpent a nighyeyand e 
miſarable. Ain gl 

He ſhut himſelf up "oh 1 
W and would ſeę ao company. 
His profligate bagnio COMPARIQNS 
in vain ntcragied to : {ee him; 
none of them could gain admittan- 
This bagnio frolic had been 
a _ determined upon by ' thoſe 
 diffoune youths, wrétches as they 
were, and the had provided for 
Wikis ſooh 2 woman; as:; they 
knew would not fall to Commun. 
8 cate to him a diſeaſe which is the 
very peſt of oecietx. They bad 
often attempted to decoy him thi- 
ther but in vain; till that 3 fatal 
night which was to: ag an end to 

- Fra $a Zuge. ad 
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His paſſion for Sophia, had behayed 
himafetf in tuch a Manner as to give 
diſguſt to his Deen of the 
Temple; who did not at all approx 
ve of his ſentiments in regard to 
Women; and proteſted often, that 
it was 2, pity Tuck a: fine fellow, 
ſhould' be loſt to ſociety. This 
determined them to do their utmoſt 
to corrupt him. The ice once 
broken, they thought be would 
then become one of them. Their 
ſcheme was but too well laid to 
fall of ſucceſs, and the youth was 
infected with a moſt dreadful dif. 
temper; By this Faux Pas he had 
fallen. very lo in his own opinion 
in ſhort he thought himſelf unde · 
ſerving Miſs ſohnſon; and conſe- 


quently was very unhappy. He 


continued, however, to anſwer her 


lettere, and concealed his uneafi- 
* neſs 
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neſs, from. her. By the middle of 
fummer his health ſeemed. almoſt 
re- eſtabliſhed; and he taught of 
paying a viſt to his friends in 
the country. He had fixed the 
day of his departure from town, 
when à letter was brought bim 
from his father, deliring he would 
repair immediately to Nee. John. 
ſon's, and accompany her and So- 
pbia into Northamtonſhire, where 
they had promiſed to Feed the 
reſt of the ſummer, -_ 

George's heatt bounded 41 "Ye 
proſpect of delight which this in- 
vitation opened to him, and ſoon 
was at the happy manſion of his 
father with bis lovely Sophia and 
her mother. So happy indeed was 
he that he almoſt at bis mil- 


fortune. 


Can 1 


One evening towards the latter 
end 5 July, George - and his $0- 
Phia, r fee A long... Walk, found 
chenifeyes este * yan, 3 .at 
the cornet of, the. park. George 
entertained. her, as "uſual, with the 
common, topic of. lovers, while the 
lovely, artleſs girl, bung over him 
with tran ſport. „Then followed, 
thoſe” liberties, .1 in which lovers, 
who look upon themſelves 25 deſ- 
tined for each other, bur too often, 

indulge themſelyes. One Ubery 
intro duced another till, [graciqus 
Heaven! how ſhall 1 relate it] 
reaſon deſerted them, and paſſion. 
ruſhed in the lovely, i Innocent un- 
ſuſpecking Sophia Was Fined— 
role h de fond her adoring Wil. 
liams: "At theretiriof their ſenſes 
to whit 2 fate of diſtractlon did 


a 8 1 8 , 9 
they ind bemſelves reduced E If 1 
Sophia had cauſe to deplore the 1 
Iſs of her infrocenc e, hox | much 
Höre miſerable ws e in har 
Ling dep Irived her, of. it; but. un” 5 
Bly ſo, dreadful circumſlance. 
for having communicated.” to: her 
ipoxteſs bod) a diſeaſe, horrid in 
EI would. be calling in quel- 
tion tlie ſenfi bility of my readers 
if I did not leave them to e 9 
the miſcrable ftwation of p POE 1 Y 
Ham. 2 oe 1G at 


1 00 21 9 In. 

K enng man ok. 55 tenden + 
of heart, ſic] uncommon. ammiabl $ 
wels, and fond, to ;diftraGtion 9 of his, 


"4 F® 


8 S phia | Lis. haye , | ruined perhaps, 
cee th hat, Sephize-Eleavent “ . 
the; very, adea. muſk. be, Juffigient 10. 


inge his rgaſon —Geqrge could: 
not. keep i bis „on ſo trying an oc, 


caſion * 
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caſion. He kneeled before the 
weeping victim of his brutal paſ- 
ſion, and graſping her hand, with⸗ 
an eagerneſs uncommon to him, 
ingeniouſly told her his ſituation, 
painting himſelf in the ne wh 
blackeſt colours. 

: Sophia no ſooner was a to 
underſtand: his meaning than ſhe 
fainted away, nor could, all Geor- 
ge's efforts to recover (her prove 
ſucceſsful. In this condition he 
was obliged to leave her, and run 
to the houſe for aſſiſtance. His 
cries ſoon emptied the manſion of 
its. inhabitants: he capld not tell 
the cauſe of: his diſtraction, but 
pointed to the arbour; till ſeeing, 
Mrs. Johnſon only, he exclaimed. 
* Oh! my Sophia!” and drop-: 
ped ſenſeleſs on the ground. Pro- 
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per care was taken of him by his 
father and ſome of the ſervants, 


while the others with Mrs. John- 
fon ran towards the arbour, where 


they found Sophia to all appear- 


ance dead. 

She was put to bed, and a phy- 
ſician ſent for. By the time he 
arrived, they 


nounced her in a moſt dangerous 
ſituation, and ordered her to be 
kept quiet. The diſtraction of this 
family is hardly to be conceived, 
nor is it poſſible to fay which of 
them was moſt miſerable. The 


Pag old Mrs. Johnſon fat weep- 


ing over her daughter, who for 
two days and nights never ſpoke, 
or opened her eyes, whue the fa- 


cher of Williams fat ſobbing over 


his 


* 


had recovered her 
from her fainting fit, but he pro- 
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is ſon, who continued for ſome 
time delirious. The third day the 
Youth inſiſted on ſeeing his So- 
phia; it was in vain they told him 
ſhe was then afleep, and ought 
not to be diſturbed. He would 
ſee her;—they carried him to her 
bed- ſide. He deſired they might 
be left alone for a few minutes. 
On ſceing George ſhe held out 
her hand to him which he wetted 
with the moſt penitential tears 
that ever were ſhed by a finner. 
Neither of them could fpeak for 
fome time. At laſt Sophia raiſed 
her head from the pillow, and 
looking. ſteadfaſtly on - George, 
who appeared like mifery itſelf: 
© Be comforted—ſhe cried—be 
* comforted— my dear Williams! 
live to. confole my amiable pa- 


* fkrent 


% rent — Your! Sophia“ here her 
bead fell vpon the pillow, and ſhe: 
expired without a groan. - George 
in agoniet inconceivable,” fell. on 
his knees by the bed-hde' and graſ- 

ping both her bands, he gazed: 
upon her ſtill beautiful face for 
ſome minutes, then burſting into 
a violent flood of tears he cried- 
“ Curſed brutal appetite ! that 

blinded my reaſon, and not on- 
ly led me from the path of vir- 

6 tue, in which my Sophia gloried 

ec in thinking 1 walked but tempt- 
ed to ſully that virgin purity of 
c which ſhe bad choſen me the 
« protector! Dreadful idea —1 

« have contaminated the ſpotleſs 
body of my Sophia, the lovelieſt 
« And moſt amiable of women! 
% Nay more ! I bave abſolutely 


* 
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« deprived her of exiſtencel I 
7 haye plunged her worthy; parent 


into the extreme of miſery—and 


« to the, affectionate heart of the 
Se of my being I haveconvey- 
« ed the, moſt inexpreſſive anguiſh. 
Gentle Ipirit of my- Sophia; 
% while yet thou havereſt round 
this lovely body, let my eatneſt 
« prayers; and, intreaties detain 
< thee a kia, from joining, thy 
« kindred: angels, fill I have, 
tene declared, that tbe fow 
days J have go- live, ſhall. be 


40 19 in endcavouring, to atone 


r for my unparralleled, cnumes, | 


< Liſten to me ſwegt Spirit . who 
60 Wilt find I. harboured no bad 


* : defign againſt my Sophia, Heaven 
«. knows ſhe was the ſouree of my 
+ bappineſs! Corredk xhoſo,) pa 


icq * Hons. 


ſions that have led me 10 the 
4 commiſſion of à crime which 
my ſoul deteſts. In heaven 
+ plead for my forgiveneſs; but 
only on condition that my future 
« days, which I hope will be 
few, be ſpent in the fincereſt 
“ penitence for crimes" ſo horrid.” 
„% Oh! my amiable; much loved 
& Sophia! how happy was once 
thy Williams! and now how 
miſerable! but What adds to his 
< + miſefy, he deferves it! Never, 
ce never more, cab -this heart of 
mine know tranquility!” 179 © 
Poor George now ſunk Bifelefs 
on the body of his Sophia, juſt 
26 Mrs: Jokaſ6n. entered the room. 
The good old Woman ſhrieked 
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for"affiftance; it Ws given with 


ſucceſs to George, but the lovely 


Sophia 
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Sophia, was gone for ever, 0 
attempt defcribing the ſirvation, of 
Mrs. Johnſon would be in vain as no 
words can expreſs the anguiſh. of 
her ſoul, at being thus ſuddenly de- 
prived of 3 daughter on whom ſhe 
doated, and at 2 time too when 
ſhe fondly thought. her on the 

point of being happily ſenled with 


an amiable man. 

The ſtroke was, fo. ſo violons in 
fix months time ſhe joined the 
Spirit of her gentle Sophia ; and in 
about twice that time, Heaven was 
pleaſed to reſtore the health of the 
unhappy Williams, contrary to the 
pragnoſtics of the - phyficians, the 
cxpeAations,of his friends or even 
his own... wiſhes, ! - 

His father -attended hem FX do: 
ſely during his illneſs, that his 
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Heaven for 


veneſs of his crimes. 
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tears grave of his Sophia, 
be ſet out for ſome diſtant part of 
in 
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ewn conſtitution ſuffered by it. 
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intreaties of his brother and friends 
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years, ho 
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left the World than 
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He lingered for ſome months after 


his'fon's recovery, and then left a 


World, in which his worth had 
paid his laſt tribute 


e grave of his Soph 
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penitent never 


rg 


the world, where he languiſhed 
{Heaven doubtleſs heard and 


pardoned him; for 2 more * ſincere 


to quit à country where he had 


ſuffe red ſo much, and in 


gained him univerſal eſteem. 
u for George, he reſolved to 


the unhappy ſodhect of th 
1 


that time, petiti 


„ 
Ys 


for fome 


after hav 
of tears at 
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To the younger part of my 
readers I particularly recommend 
my narrative. 

Communicating happineſs to 
others is certainly one of the great- 
eſt pleaſures the human heart is 
capable of taſting. 

By keeping this ſentiment con- 
ſtantly in view, we may fecure 
ourſelves that happineſs, which I 
am ſure all the world is in purſuit 
of, but which few take the proper 
road to attain. 
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